
 

Civil rights activist and former politician Ambassador Andrew 
Young visited CDU on December 4 for a lively discussion with 
school administration, faculty and staff, as well as a number 
of King/Drew Magnet High School students.  The discussion, 
moderated by CDU President David M. Carlisle, was this 
year’s final installment of the University’s Haynes Lecture 
Series. 
 
The 85-year-old minister/former mayor/former ambassador/
civil rights pioneer covered a variety of topics, from lessons 
he learned from his dentist father that he later applied to his 
social justice work (“your mind is the most powerful weapon 
you have”), to the state of the country in 2017 (“angry and 
balkanized”) to interesting observations from inside the civil 
rights movement (“Martin Luther King was a ‘gym rat,’ a very 
quick basketball player and a very good pool player”). 
 
At the end of the program, when he was presented with an 
engraved plaque as a gift from Dr. Carlisle for his many 
achievements, Young explained that over the last few years, 
he had begun giving such awards away to provide an 
inspiration to others.  He then called Henry Arinze, a student 
from the King/Drew Magnet High School to the front of the 
auditorium.  

Arinze had asked Young several insightful questions 
throughout the discussion, which compelled the Ambassador 
to present him with the plaque.  Young then told the young 
man he hoped he would “grow up to be worthy of it.”  The 
presentation drew a long standing ovation, as the lecture 
came to a close. 

President’s Message 
Greetings,   

As the holiday season approaches and 2017 comes to a 

close, I want to reflect on our achievements. It has been 

a magnificent year, thanks to the dedication and hard 

work of our alumni, friends, faculty and staff.  

 Graduate Medical Education has returned to 

CDU.  We have a Psychiatry residency program and 

anticipate approval of Family Medicine soon.  

 For first time in our history, all our programs are 

fully accredited, without  any restrictions.  

 Our Fall 2017 enrollment was the highest ever—

654 undergraduate and graduate students—and 

we expect enrollment to continue to grow. 

None of these accomplishments would have been 

possible without the hard work of CDU’s faculty, staff 

and students, and on behalf of the University’s 

Trustees and leadership, I extend to you my sincere 

thanks for those efforts.  

As we head into the New Year, we will remain true to 

our mission: “to cultivate diverse health professional 

leaders who are dedicated to social justice and health 

equity for underserved populations through 

outstanding education, research, clinical service, and 

community engagement.” 

I wish you all a very happy and safe holiday 
season. 
 
 
David M. Carlisle, MD, PhD 
President & CEO 
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On December 5, CDU hosted an exclusive screening of the film “Black Women in 

Medicine” by Crystal Emery. The documentary chronicles the unsung journeys of Black 

female physicians who have risen above inequality to excellence while becoming leaders 

in their field.  

Prior to the screening, Drs. Deborah Prothrow-Stith, Jessie Sherrod and Roberta Doucet all 

participated in a book signing for Emery’s book, Against All Odds: Celebrating Black 

Women in Medicine.  Students who attended the screening received a free copy of the 

book.  

After the screening, there was a panel discussion featuring Drs. Prothrow-Stith, Sherrod 
and Doucet, as well as Dr. Andrea Garcia, who all shared stories of their experiences as 
pioneers in their respective fields.  
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LA Sentinel 
The Watts Christmas Parade 

(12/2/2017) 

Parks & Recreations Magazine 

Protect People, Wildlife, Places and 

Values, Stop the Border Wall 

(12/6/2017) 

The Business Journal 
National Hispanic Health Foundation 

Honors Health Leaders and Health 

Student Scholars (12/6/2017) 

LA Sentinel  
Association of Black Women Physicians 

Celebrates 36 Years (12/7/2017) 

LA Sentinel 
CDU Lecture Series Features Andrew 

Young (12/7/2017) 

BusinessWire  
AHF Uganda Cares Hits Milestone: 

Celebrates 15 Years of Service 

(12/11/2017) 

Environmental Defense Fund 

Report Highlights Pollution Risk to 

Residents near California Oil and Gas 

Facilities; Calls for Full-Time Pollution 

Monitoring and Public Data Disclosure 

(12/14/2017) 

UCLA Newsroom 
UCLA senior delivers digital health 

monitoring to fight disease in Cameroon 

(12/18/2017)  

Campus News 

SON Students Awarded at Annual Pinning 

and Honor Society Induction Ceremony  

CDU students, faculty and staff came 
together on December 18 for a 
morning of joy and fun activities as 
they celebrated the University’s annual 
Year-End Celebration. President and 
CEO Dr. David Carlisle gave opening 
remarks at the event, taking the time to 
reflect on CDU’s exceptional year and 
“how excellent we have become.” The 
event concluded with several 
entertaining rounds of “Drew Feud.” 
Photos from the Year-End Celebration 
can be found here.  

Students and recent graduates of the School of 
Nursing were recently honored during their 
Pinning and Honors Ceremony on December 15 
at the LAX Marriott. A pinning ceremony is a 
symbolic welcoming of newly graduated nurses 
into the nursing profession.  Among the 
students honored were Erica Abaekobe, Parynaz 
Aminian, Elynita Arella, Nicole Borden, Nailah 
Cox, Cynthia Eneh, Ekene Ezenwaka, Brooke 
Hernandez, Johnell Holbert, Alex Iroha, Lakeisha 
Lawson, Stella Lee, Anthony Leslie, Kimberly 
Lupercio, Ogechukwu Okpala, Joyce Ononuju, 
Maureen Oshogwe, Patrice Perkins, Janice 
Santos, Atherine Shackelford, Leslie Smith, 
Nerizze Tagalag and Alynna Turner. 

Current nursing students were inducted into the honor society at the ceremony as well. 
Among those students were Shenita Anderson, Maria Leilani Apostol Dy, Maryjane 
Awatin, Abbiebatu, Mara Cid, Criselle Corpus, Nerika Esoto, Rupert Fortugaleza, Johnell 
Holbert, Miriam Inzunza, Shonda Jones, Dorothy Kemie-Okesola, Stella Lee, Pamela 
Newprasit, Denise Ortiz, Maureen Oshogwe, Cheryl Pritchett, Stella Rabara, Jocelyn 
Rodriguez, Kathy Rosales, Nancy Sahagun, Michelle Seaton  and David Tamarazyan. 

 
The Office of Finance is all smiles after winning 

“Drew Feud” at the Year-End Celebration. 

 
School of Nursing students at their annual 

Pinning and Honor’s Ceremony. 
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