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CDU Receives $800,000 Grant from California 
Endowment to Help Plan New Four- Year Medical 
Degree and Medical Education Building 
(12/12/2019) 
 
Inside Higher Ed 
What Black Faculty Need From Our White and 
Asian Allies (12/13/2019) 
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Providence Announces Partnership To Train 
Community Health Workers Around Los Angeles 
(12/9/2019) 
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Youth explore solutions to gun violence and 
trauma in black and brown communities 
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Charles Drew Receives $800,000 Grant 
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CDU and APLA Health Host Rare ‘Indoor Ground 
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XinhuaNet 
News Analysis: Big data analytics no panacea yet 
for U.S. healthcare industry -  Xinhua 
(12/15/2019) 
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Lives remembered: 'He could do anything.' Dr. 
Walter Leavell was a pioneer for medicine and 
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PRESIDENT’S  
MESSAGE 

Greetings, 
As we prepare to close out the year and the decade, I’m encouraging you to take the time to reflect and give 
yourselves a pat on the back -  you made it! For all of the times you thought you wouldn’t pass that class, wouldn’t 

meet that deadline or even make it to the end of the day, you’ve been able to do all of those things and so much 
more. As you continue to relax and reflect throughout this holiday season, take pride in your perseverance and know 
that it has prepared you well for the journey ahead. 

Upon our return in January, we’re hitting the ground running: we will “graduate” the next group of future health 
professionals at our renowned Saturday Science Academy- II’s Junior White Coat Ceremony on January 11, and a 
week later on January 18, Supervisor Mark Ridley- Thomas’ annual Empowerment Congress will take place on our 
campus for the second year in a row. It doesn’t stop there, as  we’ll be welcoming some of the brightest young minds 
that Los Angeles has to offer when we hold our winter Discover CDU session on January 25, and host the Black 
College Expo for the first time on Saturday, January 28. 
 
Mark your calendars! We’re quickly approaching the fifth annual President’s Breakfast coming up on February 13, 
which will feature a discussion titled “Homelessness and the Public’s Health: Local Emergency and a National Crisis.” 
The President’s Breakfast has become one of our most hotly- anticipated events of the year, and you won’t want to 
miss this one. Get your tickets today here, or at https://donate.cdrewu.edu/event- tickets- PresidentBreakfast.asp. 
Speakers and panelists will be announced very soon.    
 
On behalf of the CDU Executive Management Team, Board of Trustees and the Staff Management Council, I wish you 
all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. It is my distinct honor to be at the helm of a University with so many 
passionate individuals dedicated to eradicating health inequity and social injustice, and I look forward to seeing 
what we’ll accomplish in 2020 and beyond.  

*** 

Unfortunately, I must end on a somber note. We recently learned of the passing of former CDU president, Walter F. 
Leavell, MD. Dr. Leavell served as President of CDU from 1986- 1989, and oversaw the name change of CDU from 
“Charles R. Drew Postgraduate Medical School” to “Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science” in 1987, 
ushering in a new era for our institution. We are forever indebted to Dr. Leavell’s leadership, and on behalf of the 
entire CDU community, I offer my sincere condolences to his family during this time. 

David M. Carlisle, MD, PhD 
President & CEO 

https://donate.cdrewu.edu/event-tickets-PresidentBreakfast.asp
https://donate.cdrewu.edu/event-tickets-PresidentBreakfast.asp


CDU and APLA Health to Open 

New 10,000 sq. ft. Health Facility 

 
CDU received an $800,000 grant from the California 
Endowment that will help the University continue to 
plan for a new medical degree program and a new 
medical education building. Entitled “Diversifying 
Health Professions Through Medical School Expansion,” 
the funding from Cal Endowment bolsters a $1.2 
million grant received from Cedars- Sinai earlier this 
year that is also earmarked for improving health 
workforce diversity in South Los Angeles through 
supporting a four- year medical school at CDU. The 
University will seek to raise funds for the new 
program and structure, the costs of which are 
expected to exceed $100 million.    
 
“We are exceptionally grateful to the California 
Endowment for their support of our planned medical 
school and new degree program,” said CDU 
President and CEO Dr. David M. Carlisle.  “Like CDU, 
the California Endowment is committed to increasing 
access to high- quality healthcare, and especially in 
under- resourced communities.  We know that one 
of the best ways to do that is to train new 
physicians in those communities.  This new four-
year degree will greatly aid us in doing that.” 
 
“California’s healthcare system providers are not 
reflective of the state’s diversity and that needs to 
change in order to help achieve health equity for all 
Californians,” said Robert K. Ross, MD, President 
and CEO, The California Endowment. “CDU’s new 
medical education program holds much promise in 
expanding the number of diverse health care 
professionals and access to culturally sensitive care 
for California’s diverse and underserved communities.” 
 
A new four- year medical degree program at CDU 
was specifically cited by the California Future 
Healthcare Workforce Commission in its February 
2019 report as one key solution to the statewide 
physician shortage. The University has already been 
working diligently to train more physicians.  With 
two new residency programs (Family Medicine and 
Psychiatry), in place over the last two years, CDU 
has put 28 new physicians into the chronically 
underserved South Los Angeles area.   
 
CDU’s newly planned four- year independent medical 
education program will not replace its existing 
Charles R. Drew/UCLA Medical Education Program, 
which has been the result of a five- decade 
partnership with the University of California and 
UCLA’s David Geffen School of Medicine.  Rather, it 
will be an additional program offering by CDU’s 
School of Medicine. The new medical degree 
program and new building are presently in the 
planning stages, with a tentative opening date of 
Fall 2023.   

CDU Receives $800K Grant from 

California Endowment to Plan New 

Four-Year Medical Degree and 

Medical Education Building   

CDU and APLA Health (APLA) officially announced plans to move 
forward on a new building located on campus that would house a 
new CDU Wellness Center and an APLA clinic during a symbolic 
“indoor ground breaking” ceremony on Wednesday, December 4, 
2019. Plans for the upcoming 10,000 square- foot facility were 
formalized with a signed agreement between the two 
organizations in February 2019. 

Upon its completion in 2020, the University’s Wellness Center will 
provide urgent care, mental health counseling and wellness 
programs to CDU students, faculty and staff, while the APLA clinic 
will provide primary medical care, dental care and behavioral 
health services to Service Planning Area (SPA) 6 residents through 
a Federally Qualified Health Center (“FQHC”) model.   

“Our goal with this new health center is to reduce the number of 
new HIV infections in the Willowbrook, Watts and Compton 
communities by providing culturally competent, convenient and 
assessable sexual health services, along with general medical, 
dental and behavioral health services,” said Craig E. Thompson, 
CEO of APLA Health. “We know that the fight to end the epidemic 
is about tailored local approaches to reducing the number of new 
infections and particularly addressing the continuing disparities 
and the issues that create those disparities.” 

Throughout the last decade, CDU and APLA Health have 
developed a longstanding partnership through the Drew Center 
for AIDS Research, Education, and Services (Drew C.A.R.E.S.) and 
the CDU/OASIS Clinic, collaborating to ensure that HIV patients in 
SPA 6 and throughout South Los Angeles have access to quality 
dental care and food assistance. APLA Health’s enhanced 
capacity within the upcoming clinic will create a more robust HIV 
prevention continuum for at- risk individuals in SPA 6, which still 
maintains the second highest percentage of HIV/AIDS cases in 
L.A. County. 
 
“Drew C.A.R.E.S. is very excited at the prospect of sharing this 
building with APLA, and we look forward to working together with 
them to continue to provide much- needed HIV/AIDS care, 
education and research to this under- resourced community,” 
said Drew C.A.R.E.S. faculty leader Nina Harawa, PhD, MPH. 

“The partnership between APLA and CDU will bring another 
building to our campus, and add much- needed healthcare 
capacity to our community,” said CDU President/CEO David M. 
Carlisle, PhD, MD. “We are proud to stand with APLA Health in 
work that so clearly fits in with the mission of CDU, and that is so 
vital to the LA County HIV Strategic Plan, the statewide ‘End the 
Epidemics’ effort, and the National HIV/AIDS Strategy.”  

CDU and APLA leadership “break ground” alongside L.A. County 

Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas. 

Legacy of  

CDU 
“Legacy of CDU” offers readers an intimate 
look into the rich history of Charles R. Drew 

University of Medicine and Science. 

Special Thanks to  

University Archivist Robin Schiff 

 

Coretta Scott King, widow of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
visited the future grounds of the Charles R. Drew Postgraduate 
Medical School (now “CDU”) and the Martin Luther King, Jr. General 

Hospital (now “Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Hospital”) on 
December 1, 1969. Key members of CDU history were present at this 
historic visit, including Dr. Mitchell Spellman, founding executive dean 
of CDU, as well as Wilhemina Shamberger, founder of the King- Drew 

Medical Center Auxiliary and a future board member. Community 
leaders Nola Carter, Caffie Greene, Lillian Mobley and Ted Watkins, 
who were all at the forefront of the community effort to establish a 
hospital in South Los Angeles, were also in attendance.  

Following her visit, Mrs. King signed a guestbook (pictured left), which 
remains in CDU archives today, with the following inscription:  "With 
deep appreciation for your efforts toward the realization of my 
husband's dream." 

The linkages between CDU and MLK Hospital are longstanding, as both organizations have sought to live up to the vision 

and ideals laid by the late humanitarian through their advocacy for greater access to healthcare for all. Their connection 

was solidified in February 2018, when CDU collaborated with Covered California to commission artist Shawn Michael 

Warren to produce a mural with the late Dr. King’s image featuring his most memorable quote on healthcare: "Of all the 

forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the most shocking and inhumane." 

Mrs. King Visits Future Site of  CDU 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fpublichealth.lacounty.gov%2fha%2fdocs%2f2015LACHS%2fKeyIndicator%2fPH-KIH_2017-sec%2520UPDATED.pdf%23page%3d24&c=E,1,x_vyzJCxPbQQGsJJvHShNXJoG53ekbyDE1efirhTLvLB9VXf5uUUwHxFjAVtAHtAZX3Co5mTKHDrFJj47e3ioWMbiod
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fpublichealth.lacounty.gov%2fha%2fdocs%2f2015LACHS%2fKeyIndicator%2fPH-KIH_2017-sec%2520UPDATED.pdf%23page%3d24&c=E,1,x_vyzJCxPbQQGsJJvHShNXJoG53ekbyDE1efirhTLvLB9VXf5uUUwHxFjAVtAHtAZX3Co5mTKHDrFJj47e3ioWMbiod
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fpublichealth.lacounty.gov%2fha%2fdocs%2f2015LACHS%2fKeyIndicator%2fPH-KIH_2017-sec%2520UPDATED.pdf%23page%3d24&c=E,1,x_vyzJCxPbQQGsJJvHShNXJoG53ekbyDE1efirhTLvLB9VXf5uUUwHxFjAVtAHtAZX3Co5mTKHDrFJj47e3ioWMbiod


CDU students, faculty and staff came together on December 13 for a day of joy and fun activities as they celebrated 
the University’s annual Year- End Celebration. The event featured various raffle contests and performances from the 
CDU Holiday Choir, who performed renditions of holiday classics “Deck the Halls” and “Oh Happy Day.”  

Photos from the Year- End Celebration can be found here, or on the CDU SmugMug website. 

CDU Serves Over 400 Children During 26th Annual Project 

Santa Community Event 

On December 7, 2019, CDU hosted its 26th annual Project Santa 
Claus event, in which over 100 volunteers convened on the CDU 
campus to bring smiles to the faces of more than 400 children 

with Christmas toys. The children are patients at the Hub Clinic, 
located in the modular buildings facing 120

th
 street and the 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Hospital. 

The event featured many activities, including a health education 

booth ran by first- year medical students which taught families 
about the importance of a strong immune system. Students in 
the College of Science and Health helped to run ornament 
decorating and cookie stations, while students from the UCLA 

Student National Dental Association demonstrated proper tooth 
brushing techniques and handed out free toothbrushes. 

Project Santa Claus, which is a recipient of a 2019 Mission Maker 
Mini- Grant, is made possible through generous donations and 

fundraising efforts, as well as support from organizations such as 
the Student National Medical Association and the David Geffen 
School of Medicine’s Medical Student Council. It was coordinated 
by Kay Lynn Ceja, Learning Skills Specialist, alongside student 

coordinator Denise McIntyre (College of Medicine). 

“Project Santa Claus is something that the children of the Hub 
Clinic and their families look forward to every year,” Ceja said. 
“This event is also important to the students both here at CDU 
and UCLA, as it allows our medical students who attend classes 
in Westwood for the first two years to come back and interact 
with students from other programs at CDU, as well as with the 
members of the community.” 

CDU Community Celebrates Joy and Resilience at 

 Year End Celebration 

CDU Expands Opportunities for Collaboration with Romanian 

Institution, NCRF  
Representatives from Danubius University, a top- ranked private university based in Galati, Romania, visited the 
CDU campus on Tuesday, December 3, to explore the potential for academic exchange. Andy Pusca, the head of 
Danubius, gave an overview of the institution and the country of Romania. CDU Provost Dr. Steve Michael has 

worked alongside Danubius University for the majority of the decade, having served on its board of trustees since 
2012.  

“International partnerships enrich CDU’s global agenda toward our vision of excellent health and wellness for all in 
a world without health disparities,” said Dr. Michael. “Additionally, [t]he [Danubius] team left with a better 

understanding of the American higher education system and appreciation for the rapid progress that CDU is 
making.” 

CDU also signed an MOU with the National College Resources Foundation (NCRF) on December 5, 2019, that will 
create more scholarship opportunities for students at Black College Expo events, as well as offer “priority 

admission” to NCRF students into undergraduate programs at CDU. Additionally, the University will offer one 
$18,000 scholarship to a student who is instantly admitted to CDU during each 2019- 2020 NCRF Expo events, and 
NCRF will host an expo event at CDU on January 28, 2020. 

 “CDU is an institution that has always sought to open new pathways to college for students from under- resourced 
communities,” said CDU President/CEO Dr. David Carlisle.  “The National College Resources Foundation has 
worked for over 20 years to address the excessive high school dropout and below- average college attendance rate 
among underserved and underrepresented students.  So, this is a wonderful partnership for us both.” 

CME Receives Accreditation With Commendation from ACGME 
CDU’s Continuing Medical Education (CME) program, housed within the College of Medicine (COM), has been 
awarded Accreditation with Commendation by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME®) for 
demonstrating excellence across each of the ACCME’s Accreditation Criteria. This distinction extends CDU a six-
year accreditation term instead of the typical four- year term, from December 9, 2019, through November 30, 
2025.  Accreditation is the primary means of assuring and improving the quality of higher education institutions, 
and demonstrates that they meet the standards set to provide a quality education. 

“This achievement was due to the excellent work by our faculty, support from the College of Medicine and university 
administrations, specifically our Senior Associate Dean, Dr. Ron Edelstein, our CME administration and advisory 
committee, as well as our community partners,” said COM dean Dr. Deborah Prothrow- Stith. “The accreditation 
report specifically cited the neighboring MLK Outpatient Center (MLKOPC) outcome metrics as one of the 
commendation points, and we thank Dr. Ellen Rothman, Chief Medical Officer at MLKOPC and her education 
committee for their partnership.” 

The College of Science and Health welcomed the 
newest group of practitioners to the health 
professions field with the Radiologic Technology and 

Physician Assistant programs’ white coat 
ceremonies on December 11 and December 13, 
respectively. The RadTech program welcomed 30 
new members of the Class of 2021, while the PA 

program issued 23 long white coats to the Class of 
2019. 

White coat ceremonies are considered a rite of 
passage for those entering health professions, as 
they have symbolized the trust between patient and 
healthcare provider for over 100 years. Both 
ceremonies concluded with students reciting the 
oaths of their professions to signify their 
commitment to the humanitarian goals of medicine. 

COSH Welcomes New Students at White Coat Ceremonies 

PA White Coat Ceremony  

Rad Tech White Coat Ceremony  

https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/CDU-by-the-Month/December-2019/i-Cqf8wR8


Updates From the Pipeline: Medical Careers Program, 

Project STRIDE-II 
On Saturday, November 9, 2019, CDU hosted the inaugural “Follow Your 
Gut” fair in collaboration with the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation. 
Attendees were able to learn more about Inflammatory Bowel Disease 

(IBD) and Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS), how to manage them, and how 
about research that offers the hope of better treatments and cures. 
Valeria Fraga (pictured left), an 11

th
 grade student at King/Drew Medical 

Magnet High School and participant in the Medical Careers pipeline 

program at CDU, attended the fair with her family and recounted her 
experience:  

“During these sessions, I learned from Dr. Ling Shao and Dr. Victor Chaban about how Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD) 
and Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS) are somewhat similar in nature, yet IBD has more severe symptoms. IBD is classified as a 

disease where there is ongoing chronic inflammation of all or part of your digestive tract, while IBS is classified as a 
functional gastrointestinal disorder, meaning there is some kind of disturbance in the bowel’s function. 

Additionally, I learned from dietician Francis Tillery Randolph about different ways to manage diet and to eat nutritious 
foods that would not worsen the symptoms of people living with either IBD or IBS. I also learned from Brooke Abbott and 

her panelists about how women who live with IBD and other chronic diseases are uniquely challenged as both patients and 
mothers. Brittany Hudley shared interesting information from her MBS Masters Thesis on the lack of IBD services for 
adolescents in my Watts-Willowbrook community. 

Learning about Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis is very important because it can impact your life or your loved one’s 
life. As someone who has a loved one with IBD, I found this event to be very informative. It opened my eyes to the many 
things I can do to help my loved one continue to live life more safely. Each session gave different information on Crohn’s 
disease and ulcerative colitis, and I even got to learn about IBD in adolescents from Ashley Jenkins, a 17-year-old high 
school student in the UHI Summer Research Academy. The event was an amazing and informative experience for my family 
and myself. I look forward to learning more as I work with Dr. Lejeune Lockett, my CDU internship mentor and co-organizer 
of this event.” 

Later that month, two undergraduate students in the Project STRIDE- II program, Elizabeth Delgado and Helen Mejia, 
submitted abstracts that were accepted for the Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students 
(ABRCMS) held at the Anaheim Convention Center from November 13- 17, 2019. This annual conference provides a 

forum for undergraduate students to present their research and encourages networking with other undergraduate 
students.  

Mrs. Caffey- Fleming served as a judge for this conference, and assisted by judging fifteen posters and two oral 
presentations. “I hope that CDU will become more involved at this symposium by exhibiting to get our name out, and 

having more students submit their research abstracts,” she said. 

Ms. Delgado (pictured right), a junior at UCLA, attended the conference 
and presented a poster that won her a $300 award.  Her project was 
entitled, “An Analysis of Contaminated Lead Soil in Three Housing 

Projects,” and centered on the impact of lead in the environment, 
particularly the Jordan Downs, Nickerson Gardens and Imperial Courts 
housing communities. She was mentored by Tim Watkins of the Watts 
Community Action Labor Council and Mrs. Dolores Caffey- Fleming, 

Project STRIDE- II program director, for this project, and plans to plans 
to pursue a career in health policy law. 

American Red Cross Hosts Local Faith Leaders For Diversity Luncheon 

The American Red Cross Los Angeles chapter hosted a luncheon 
for local faith leaders to discuss the importance of diversity in 
blood donations on Wednesday, December 18 in the LSRNE lobby. 
Sylvia Drew Ivie, special assistant to the President (pictured 
second from left), was on hand to give remarks at the event, which 
also highlighted the contributions of the University’s namesake 
and her father, Dr. Charles R. Drew, to the study of blood 
transfusions, as well as the importance of CDU in training medical 
professionals.  
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CDU students, faculty and staff came together on December 13 for a day of joy and fun activities as they celebrated 
the University’s annual Year- End Celebration. The event featured various raffle contests and performances from the 
CDU Holiday Choir, who performed renditions of holiday classics “Deck the Halls” and “Oh Happy Day.”  

Photos from the Year- End Celebration can be found here, or on the CDU SmugMug website. 

CDU Serves Over 400 Children During 26th Annual Project 

Santa Community Event 

On December 7, 2019, CDU hosted its 26th annual Project Santa 
Claus event, in which over 100 volunteers convened on the CDU 
campus to bring smiles to the faces of more than 400 children 

with Christmas toys. The children are patients at the Hub Clinic, 
located in the modular buildings facing 120

th
 street and the 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Hospital. 

The event featured many activities, including a health education 

booth ran by first- year medical students which taught families 
about the importance of a strong immune system. Students in 
the College of Science and Health helped to run ornament 
decorating and cookie stations, while students from the UCLA 

Student National Dental Association demonstrated proper tooth 
brushing techniques and handed out free toothbrushes. 

Project Santa Claus, which is a recipient of a 2019 Mission Maker 
Mini- Grant, is made possible through generous donations and 

fundraising efforts, as well as support from organizations such as 
the Student National Medical Association and the David Geffen 
School of Medicine’s Medical Student Council. It was coordinated 
by Kay Lynn Ceja, Learning Skills Specialist, alongside student 

coordinator Denise McIntyre (College of Medicine). 

“Project Santa Claus is something that the children of the Hub 
Clinic and their families look forward to every year,” Ceja said. 
“This event is also important to the students both here at CDU 
and UCLA, as it allows our medical students who attend classes 
in Westwood for the first two years to come back and interact 
with students from other programs at CDU, as well as with the 
members of the community.” 

CDU Community Celebrates Joy and Resilience at 

 Year End Celebration 

CDU Expands Opportunities for Collaboration with Romanian 

Institution, NCRF  
Representatives from Danubius University, a top- ranked private university based in Galati, Romania, visited the 
CDU campus on Tuesday, December 3, to explore the potential for academic exchange. Andy Pusca, the head of 
Danubius, gave an overview of the institution and the country of Romania. CDU Provost Dr. Steve Michael has 

worked alongside Danubius University for the majority of the decade, having served on its board of trustees since 
2012.  

“International partnerships enrich CDU’s global agenda toward our vision of excellent health and wellness for all in 
a world without health disparities,” said Dr. Michael. “Additionally, [t]he [Danubius] team left with a better 

understanding of the American higher education system and appreciation for the rapid progress that CDU is 
making.” 

CDU also signed an MOU with the National College Resources Foundation (NCRF) on December 5, 2019, that will 
create more scholarship opportunities for students at Black College Expo events, as well as offer “priority 

admission” to NCRF students into undergraduate programs at CDU. Additionally, the University will offer one 
$18,000 scholarship to a student who is instantly admitted to CDU during each 2019- 2020 NCRF Expo events, and 
NCRF will host an expo event at CDU on January 28, 2020. 

 “CDU is an institution that has always sought to open new pathways to college for students from under- resourced 
communities,” said CDU President/CEO Dr. David Carlisle.  “The National College Resources Foundation has 
worked for over 20 years to address the excessive high school dropout and below- average college attendance rate 
among underserved and underrepresented students.  So, this is a wonderful partnership for us both.” 

CME Receives Accreditation With Commendation from ACGME 
CDU’s Continuing Medical Education (CME) program, housed within the College of Medicine (COM), has been 
awarded Accreditation with Commendation by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME®) for 
demonstrating excellence across each of the ACCME’s Accreditation Criteria. This distinction extends CDU a six-
year accreditation term instead of the typical four- year term, from December 9, 2019, through November 30, 
2025.  Accreditation is the primary means of assuring and improving the quality of higher education institutions, 
and demonstrates that they meet the standards set to provide a quality education. 

“This achievement was due to the excellent work by our faculty, support from the College of Medicine and university 
administrations, specifically our Senior Associate Dean, Dr. Ron Edelstein, our CME administration and advisory 
committee, as well as our community partners,” said COM dean Dr. Deborah Prothrow- Stith. “The accreditation 
report specifically cited the neighboring MLK Outpatient Center (MLKOPC) outcome metrics as one of the 
commendation points, and we thank Dr. Ellen Rothman, Chief Medical Officer at MLKOPC and her education 
committee for their partnership.” 

The College of Science and Health welcomed the 
newest group of practitioners to the health 
professions field with the Radiologic Technology and 

Physician Assistant programs’ white coat 
ceremonies on December 11 and December 13, 
respectively. The RadTech program welcomed 30 
new members of the Class of 2021, while the PA 

program issued 23 long white coats to the Class of 
2019. 

White coat ceremonies are considered a rite of 
passage for those entering health professions, as 
they have symbolized the trust between patient and 
healthcare provider for over 100 years. Both 
ceremonies concluded with students reciting the 
oaths of their professions to signify their 
commitment to the humanitarian goals of medicine. 

COSH Welcomes New Students at White Coat Ceremonies 

PA White Coat Ceremony  

Rad Tech White Coat Ceremony  

https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/CDU-by-the-Month/December-2019/i-Cqf8wR8


CDU and APLA Health to Open 

New 10,000 sq. ft. Health Facility 

 
CDU received an $800,000 grant from the California 
Endowment that will help the University continue to 
plan for a new medical degree program and a new 
medical education building. Entitled “Diversifying 
Health Professions Through Medical School Expansion,” 
the funding from Cal Endowment bolsters a $1.2 
million grant received from Cedars- Sinai earlier this 
year that is also earmarked for improving health 
workforce diversity in South Los Angeles through 
supporting a four- year medical school at CDU. The 
University will seek to raise funds for the new 
program and structure, the costs of which are 
expected to exceed $100 million.    
 
“We are exceptionally grateful to the California 
Endowment for their support of our planned medical 
school and new degree program,” said CDU 
President and CEO Dr. David M. Carlisle.  “Like CDU, 
the California Endowment is committed to increasing 
access to high- quality healthcare, and especially in 
under- resourced communities.  We know that one 
of the best ways to do that is to train new 
physicians in those communities.  This new four-
year degree will greatly aid us in doing that.” 
 
“California’s healthcare system providers are not 
reflective of the state’s diversity and that needs to 
change in order to help achieve health equity for all 
Californians,” said Robert K. Ross, MD, President 
and CEO, The California Endowment. “CDU’s new 
medical education program holds much promise in 
expanding the number of diverse health care 
professionals and access to culturally sensitive care 
for California’s diverse and underserved communities.” 
 
A new four- year medical degree program at CDU 
was specifically cited by the California Future 
Healthcare Workforce Commission in its February 
2019 report as one key solution to the statewide 
physician shortage. The University has already been 
working diligently to train more physicians.  With 
two new residency programs (Family Medicine and 
Psychiatry), in place over the last two years, CDU 
has put 28 new physicians into the chronically 
underserved South Los Angeles area.   
 
CDU’s newly planned four- year independent medical 
education program will not replace its existing 
Charles R. Drew/UCLA Medical Education Program, 
which has been the result of a five- decade 
partnership with the University of California and 
UCLA’s David Geffen School of Medicine.  Rather, it 
will be an additional program offering by CDU’s 
School of Medicine. The new medical degree 
program and new building are presently in the 
planning stages, with a tentative opening date of 
Fall 2023.   

CDU Receives $800K Grant from 

California Endowment to Plan New 

Four-Year Medical Degree and 

Medical Education Building   

CDU and APLA Health (APLA) officially announced plans to move 
forward on a new building located on campus that would house a 
new CDU Wellness Center and an APLA clinic during a symbolic 
“indoor ground breaking” ceremony on Wednesday, December 4, 
2019. Plans for the upcoming 10,000 square- foot facility were 
formalized with a signed agreement between the two 
organizations in February 2019. 

Upon its completion in 2020, the University’s Wellness Center will 
provide urgent care, mental health counseling and wellness 
programs to CDU students, faculty and staff, while the APLA clinic 
will provide primary medical care, dental care and behavioral 
health services to Service Planning Area (SPA) 6 residents through 
a Federally Qualified Health Center (“FQHC”) model.   

“Our goal with this new health center is to reduce the number of 
new HIV infections in the Willowbrook, Watts and Compton 
communities by providing culturally competent, convenient and 
assessable sexual health services, along with general medical, 
dental and behavioral health services,” said Craig E. Thompson, 
CEO of APLA Health. “We know that the fight to end the epidemic 
is about tailored local approaches to reducing the number of new 
infections and particularly addressing the continuing disparities 
and the issues that create those disparities.” 

Throughout the last decade, CDU and APLA Health have 
developed a longstanding partnership through the Drew Center 
for AIDS Research, Education, and Services (Drew C.A.R.E.S.) and 
the CDU/OASIS Clinic, collaborating to ensure that HIV patients in 
SPA 6 and throughout South Los Angeles have access to quality 
dental care and food assistance. APLA Health’s enhanced 
capacity within the upcoming clinic will create a more robust HIV 
prevention continuum for at- risk individuals in SPA 6, which still 
maintains the second highest percentage of HIV/AIDS cases in 
L.A. County. 
 
“Drew C.A.R.E.S. is very excited at the prospect of sharing this 
building with APLA, and we look forward to working together with 
them to continue to provide much- needed HIV/AIDS care, 
education and research to this under- resourced community,” 
said Drew C.A.R.E.S. faculty leader Nina Harawa, PhD, MPH. 

“The partnership between APLA and CDU will bring another 
building to our campus, and add much- needed healthcare 
capacity to our community,” said CDU President/CEO David M. 
Carlisle, PhD, MD. “We are proud to stand with APLA Health in 
work that so clearly fits in with the mission of CDU, and that is so 
vital to the LA County HIV Strategic Plan, the statewide ‘End the 
Epidemics’ effort, and the National HIV/AIDS Strategy.”  

CDU and APLA leadership “break ground” alongside L.A. County 

Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas. 

Legacy of  

CDU 
“Legacy of CDU” offers readers an intimate 
look into the rich history of Charles R. Drew 

University of Medicine and Science. 

Special Thanks to  

University Archivist Robin Schiff 

 

Coretta Scott King, widow of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
visited the future grounds of the Charles R. Drew Postgraduate 
Medical School (now “CDU”) and the Martin Luther King, Jr. General 

Hospital (now “Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Hospital”) on 
December 1, 1969. Key members of CDU history were present at this 
historic visit, including Dr. Mitchell Spellman, founding executive dean 
of CDU, as well as Wilhemina Shamberger, founder of the King- Drew 

Medical Center Auxiliary and a future board member. Community 
leaders Nola Carter, Caffie Greene, Lillian Mobley and Ted Watkins, 
who were all at the forefront of the community effort to establish a 
hospital in South Los Angeles, were also in attendance.  

Following her visit, Mrs. King signed a guestbook (pictured left), which 
remains in CDU archives today, with the following inscription:  "With 
deep appreciation for your efforts toward the realization of my 
husband's dream." 

The linkages between CDU and MLK Hospital are longstanding, as both organizations have sought to live up to the vision 

and ideals laid by the late humanitarian through their advocacy for greater access to healthcare for all. Their connection 

was solidified in February 2018, when CDU collaborated with Covered California to commission artist Shawn Michael 

Warren to produce a mural with the late Dr. King’s image featuring his most memorable quote on healthcare: "Of all the 

forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the most shocking and inhumane." 

Mrs. King Visits Future Site of  CDU 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fpublichealth.lacounty.gov%2fha%2fdocs%2f2015LACHS%2fKeyIndicator%2fPH-KIH_2017-sec%2520UPDATED.pdf%23page%3d24&c=E,1,x_vyzJCxPbQQGsJJvHShNXJoG53ekbyDE1efirhTLvLB9VXf5uUUwHxFjAVtAHtAZX3Co5mTKHDrFJj47e3ioWMbiod
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fpublichealth.lacounty.gov%2fha%2fdocs%2f2015LACHS%2fKeyIndicator%2fPH-KIH_2017-sec%2520UPDATED.pdf%23page%3d24&c=E,1,x_vyzJCxPbQQGsJJvHShNXJoG53ekbyDE1efirhTLvLB9VXf5uUUwHxFjAVtAHtAZX3Co5mTKHDrFJj47e3ioWMbiod
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fpublichealth.lacounty.gov%2fha%2fdocs%2f2015LACHS%2fKeyIndicator%2fPH-KIH_2017-sec%2520UPDATED.pdf%23page%3d24&c=E,1,x_vyzJCxPbQQGsJJvHShNXJoG53ekbyDE1efirhTLvLB9VXf5uUUwHxFjAVtAHtAZX3Co5mTKHDrFJj47e3ioWMbiod


PRESIDENT’S  
MESSAGE 

Greetings, 
As we prepare to close out the year and the decade, I’m encouraging you to take the time to reflect and give 
yourselves a pat on the back -  you made it! For all of the times you thought you wouldn’t pass that class, wouldn’t 

meet that deadline or even make it to the end of the day, you’ve been able to do all of those things and so much 
more. As you continue to relax and reflect throughout this holiday season, take pride in your perseverance and know 
that it has prepared you well for the journey ahead. 

Upon our return in January, we’re hitting the ground running: we will “graduate” the next group of future health 
professionals at our renowned Saturday Science Academy- II’s Junior White Coat Ceremony on January 11, and a 
week later on January 18, Supervisor Mark Ridley- Thomas’ annual Empowerment Congress will take place on our 
campus for the second year in a row. It doesn’t stop there, as  we’ll be welcoming some of the brightest young minds 
that Los Angeles has to offer when we hold our winter Discover CDU session on January 25, and host the Black 
College Expo for the first time on Saturday, January 28. 
 
Mark your calendars! We’re quickly approaching the fifth annual President’s Breakfast coming up on February 13, 
which will feature a discussion titled “Homelessness and the Public’s Health: Local Emergency and a National Crisis.” 
The President’s Breakfast has become one of our most hotly- anticipated events of the year, and you won’t want to 
miss this one. Get your tickets today here, or at https://donate.cdrewu.edu/event- tickets- PresidentBreakfast.asp. 
Speakers and panelists will be announced very soon.    
 
On behalf of the CDU Executive Management Team, Board of Trustees and the Staff Management Council, I wish you 
all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. It is my distinct honor to be at the helm of a University with so many 
passionate individuals dedicated to eradicating health inequity and social injustice, and I look forward to seeing 
what we’ll accomplish in 2020 and beyond.  

*** 

Unfortunately, I must end on a somber note. We recently learned of the passing of former CDU president, Walter F. 
Leavell, MD. Dr. Leavell served as President of CDU from 1986- 1989, and oversaw the name change of CDU from 
“Charles R. Drew Postgraduate Medical School” to “Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science” in 1987, 
ushering in a new era for our institution. We are forever indebted to Dr. Leavell’s leadership, and on behalf of the 
entire CDU community, I offer my sincere condolences to his family during this time. 

David M. Carlisle, MD, PhD 
President & CEO 

https://donate.cdrewu.edu/event-tickets-PresidentBreakfast.asp
https://donate.cdrewu.edu/event-tickets-PresidentBreakfast.asp
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1/4: First Day of Spring Semester 

1/11: Junior White Coat Ceremony 

1/17: Add/Drop Period Ends  

1/18: 2020 Empowerment Congress 

1/20: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Campus Closed) 

1/25: Discover CDU  

1/28: Black College Expo @ CDU   

Click for more Calendar Items 

CDU Event Calendar 

LA Watts Times 
CDU Receives $800,000 Grant from California 
Endowment to Help Plan New Four- Year Medical 
Degree and Medical Education Building 
(12/12/2019) 
 
Inside Higher Ed 
What Black Faculty Need From Our White and 
Asian Allies (12/13/2019) 
 
Hometown Station  
Providence Announces Partnership To Train 
Community Health Workers Around Los Angeles 
(12/9/2019) 

Daily Breeze 
Youth explore solutions to gun violence and 
trauma in black and brown communities 
(12/11/2019) 
 
Los Angeles Business Journal 
Charles Drew Receives $800,000 Grant 

(12/12/2019) 

Los Angeles Sentinel 
CDU and APLA Health Host Rare ‘Indoor Ground 

Breaking’ On New Health Facility (12/12/2019) 

XinhuaNet 
News Analysis: Big data analytics no panacea yet 
for U.S. healthcare industry -  Xinhua 
(12/15/2019) 

Cincinnati Inquirer 
Lives remembered: 'He could do anything.' Dr. 
Walter Leavell was a pioneer for medicine and 
civil rights (12/19/2019) 
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