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Prior to joining a dynamic panel of leaders in politics, 
healthcare and education, CNN commentator and attorney 
Bakari Sellers delivered a riveting keynote address at CDU’s 

third annual President’s Breakfast on Thursday, February 
22 at the Marina Del Ray Marriott. The panel discussion, 
entitled Health Workforce Diversity: Turning “Good” 
Practitioners into “Great” Ones to Address a Shifting Cultural 

Landscape, was moderated by CDU President/CEO Dr. David M. 
Carlisle and included Representative Nanette Barragan (D-
CA 44), Carmela Castellano-Garcia, President/CEO of the 
California Primary Care Association, and Oliver T. Brooks, 

MD, Medical Director and Chief of Pediatric and Adolescent 
Medicine of the Watts Healthcare Corporation. 

The panel engaged in dialog on how to improve and 
optimize health workforce diversity as the industry seeks to 

accommodate the cultural, linguistic and sociocultural 
needs of an increasingly diverse population seeking care. 

One of the ways, Rep. Barragan noted, was to ensure that 
people of color were involved in key aspects of policy-

making so they could advocate for the needs and concerns 
of their communities. The congresswoman also advocated 
for increased access to quality STEM education— 
especially for students in traditionally underserved 

communities, stating, “[t]he quality of your education 
should not be dependent upon your zip code.”  

Dr. Oliver Brooks mentioned the importance of funding and 
suggested financially incentivizing providers and health 

organizations to practice and open more facilities in these 
communities. He also highlighted the power of networking 
in the community and was in favor of conducting more 

forums like the President’s Breakfast to increase dialogue 
and support of the advancement of diversity in healthcare. 

Mr. Sellers reminded those in attendance of the 
significance of social determinants of health, or how 

overlapping social structures and economic systems are 
responsible for most health inequities, stating, “Health 
outcomes have a direct correlation to systemic and 
environmental injustices, and we need to have an 

understanding of how these systems of oppression are 
related.” 

For Carmela Castellano-Garcia, the aforementioned 
suggestions clearly indicated that increasing health 

workforce diversity is not solely a healthcare issue, and 
treating it as such would only delay the process in finding a 
solution. “We need to join forces with a much broader 
coalition of sectors that focus on more than healthcare, 

such as legislation and higher education, to be able to 
make progress in addressing this disparity,” Castellano-
Garcia said. 

The event concluded with a surprise announcement from 
Dr. Carlisle – Drs. Ludlow and Ruth Creary, the former of 
which was the first chair of the College of Medicine’s Family 
Medicine department, made a $25,000 gift to the 
University to support student success and campus 
initiatives. (See full story inside) 

Trailblazers in Healthcare, Politics and Education Successfully 

Tackle the “Diversity Problem” in Healthcare at Third Annual 

President’s Breakfast  

February 2018 

CDU News 
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President’s 

Message 

Greetings, 
I’d like to tie together several important items this month.  

First, at CDU, we believe in paying homage to the African American trailblazers who have made positive 
contributions to society on a daily basis. Though February is the shortest month of the year, it is a very important 
month for the University, as it a time for us to delve even deeper into our history and develop a firmer connection to 
our roots. The Division of Student Affairs, along with the CDU Student Government, did a phenomenal job of 

capturing the essence of our history through this month’s series of events, including the Black History Month 
Opening Ceremony and Game Day. 

Next, on behalf of the University, I’d like to extend my sincerest thanks to those who were able to attend the 
President’s Breakfast on February 22. The panel, which included CNN’s Bakari Sellers and Representative Nanette 

Barragan, engaged in spirited discussion on how to increase diversity in the health workforce to address the needs of 
the nation’s increasingly diverse and aging population. Many have said that this year’s Breakfast has been the best 
one to date, and I’m inclined to agree. The upcoming Spring Gala, slated to take place on April 19, is sure to be just as 
excellent and I hope to see you there. 

And finally, in recent months you may have noticed the addition of a new newsletter feature entitled “Legacy of 

CDU.” It offers a compelling glimpse into the University’s rich history and assesses the impact that our programs and 
initiatives have had on the surrounding community, the County of Los Angeles and beyond. I am very excited to be at 
the helm of this University as we continue embark on the journey to excellence, approach new horizons and continue 
to build upon our storied legacy.  

 

 

 

 

David M. Carlisle, MD, PhD 
President & CEO 
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CDU Event Calendar 

View photos from this month’s events and more at cdrewu.smugmug.com 

Click for more Calendar Items 

CDU in the News: February 2018 

 

Medshadow 

HBCUs: Born in the North but 

most needed in the South 
(2/1/2018) 

LA Parents 

Junior White Coat Ceremony 
Graduates 159 Local Students  

(2/6/2018) 

Public Now 

This Week@WesternU, Feb. 12-
16, 2018 (2/12/2018) 

ABC 30 

Black College Expo comes to 
Fresno high school  (2/15/2018) 

Birmingham Times 

FORMER SURGEON GENERAL 

DAVID SATCHER RECALLS 
GROWING UP IN ALABAMA 

(2/15/2018) 

Sacramento Business Journal 
Community clinic organization 

to rebrand, focus on medical 

school debt assistance 
(2/21/2018) 

Daily Mail (UK) 

Waking up tired, a craving for 
sweets and an 11pm buzz: The 

common signs of 'adrenal 

fatigue' - and the simple steps 
you can take to boost your 

energy each day  (2/23/2018) 

Public Now 

The Interlink Alliance To 

Celebrate 10th Anniversary, 

Hold Fifth Faculty And Student 
Development Conference In 

March (2/21/2018) 

Public Now 

This Week@WesternU, Feb. 26-

March 2, 2018 (2/27/2018) 

LAUSD Daily 

African American Family Day 

celebrates student success 

(2/27/2018) 

MinnPost 

Gustavus Adolphus student 

conference to focus on social 
justice and mental health  

(2/28/2018) 

March 1: Healing Circle with 
Assemblymember Mike Gipson 

March 1: 2018 Mini-Grant 
Information Sessions 
March 2: Friday Noon Lecture Series 

March 8: CDU MSRTP Research 
Colloquium 

March 10: STD/HIV/PrEP Update for 
Healthcare Providers 

March 15: CDU-CPR Basic Life 
Support  

March 15: Counselor and Science 
Teacher Day  
March 17: Women for Wellness 

March 24: Discover CDU  
March 29: Pipeline Programs Family 

Night  

Campus News 

COSH alum Lauren Senkbeil, MPH ’12, recently 
launched the social media application Grapevite for 
iOS and Android devices. The concept for the app was 

born when Senkbeil and a colleague observed that 
many people missed out on meaningful events and 
experiences due to lack of awareness and efficient 
communication. Grapevite strives to level those 

barriers by empowering its members to create, 
discover and join events curated by their most trusted 
resources – their friends and trusted acquaintances. 

The app officially launched in December 2017 to rave 
reviews, and has amassed over 600 users since.  

CDU Alumna Launches Social 
Networking App 

CDU in the News 

Staff  Member of  the Month 
Raquel Munoz, University Registrar, is this month’s Staff 
Management Council (SMC) raffle winner! She won a $20 
gift card to the campus café. Don’t forget to show your 
CDU pride every Friday for a chance to enter the raffle! 

The SMC was created in 2014 to unite staff and help 
advance the Mission of the University. The SMC is charged 
with building school spirit, addressing staff concerns and 
shaping the future of CDU. Those interested in joining the 
SMC are encouraged to reach out to April Miller at (323) 
563-5823 or AprilMiller@cdrewu.edu.  

https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/
https://www.cdrewu.edu/about-cdu/events
http://www.myajc.com/news/local/hbcus-born-the-north-but-most-needed-the-south/Q7NI3b0Gnnzak6eWX6p3BJ/
http://www.myajc.com/news/local/hbcus-born-the-north-but-most-needed-the-south/Q7NI3b0Gnnzak6eWX6p3BJ/
https://www.laparent.com/junior-white-coat-ceremony-graduates-159-local-students/
https://www.laparent.com/junior-white-coat-ceremony-graduates-159-local-students/
http://www.publicnow.com/view/E331BD907389D3FA000F018D0779DFA49F4BA1B6
http://www.publicnow.com/view/E331BD907389D3FA000F018D0779DFA49F4BA1B6
http://abc30.com/education/black-college-expo-comes-to-fresno-high-school/3080508/
http://abc30.com/education/black-college-expo-comes-to-fresno-high-school/3080508/
https://www.birminghamtimes.com/2018/02/former-surgeon-general-david-satcher-recalls-growing-up-in-alabama/
https://www.birminghamtimes.com/2018/02/former-surgeon-general-david-satcher-recalls-growing-up-in-alabama/
https://www.birminghamtimes.com/2018/02/former-surgeon-general-david-satcher-recalls-growing-up-in-alabama/
https://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/news/2018/02/21/community-clinic-organization-to-rebrand-focus-on.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/news/2018/02/21/community-clinic-organization-to-rebrand-focus-on.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/news/2018/02/21/community-clinic-organization-to-rebrand-focus-on.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-5425253/Do-adrenal-fatigue.html.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-5425253/Do-adrenal-fatigue.html.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-5425253/Do-adrenal-fatigue.html.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-5425253/Do-adrenal-fatigue.html.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-5425253/Do-adrenal-fatigue.html.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-5425253/Do-adrenal-fatigue.html.
http://www.publicnow.com/view/57D759253A5ECBE22D32207B10817A465C087816
http://www.publicnow.com/view/57D759253A5ECBE22D32207B10817A465C087816
http://www.publicnow.com/view/57D759253A5ECBE22D32207B10817A465C087816
http://www.publicnow.com/view/57D759253A5ECBE22D32207B10817A465C087816
http://www.publicnow.com/view/57D759253A5ECBE22D32207B10817A465C087816
http://www.publicnow.com/view/4DDB12B3F4843FE24E57258E54A9AF65AF639251
http://www.publicnow.com/view/4DDB12B3F4843FE24E57258E54A9AF65AF639251
https://lausddaily.net/2018/02/african-american-family-day-celebrates-student-success/
https://lausddaily.net/2018/02/african-american-family-day-celebrates-student-success/
https://www.minnpost.com/mental-health-addiction/2018/02/gustavus-adolphus-student-conference-focus-social-justice-and-mental
https://www.minnpost.com/mental-health-addiction/2018/02/gustavus-adolphus-student-conference-focus-social-justice-and-mental
https://www.minnpost.com/mental-health-addiction/2018/02/gustavus-adolphus-student-conference-focus-social-justice-and-mental
mailto:AprilMiller@cdrewu.edu
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Legacy of  

CDU 
“Legacy of CDU” offers readers an intimate look 

into the rich history of Charles R. Drew   

University of Medicine and Science. 

In partnership with the Los Angeles County Community Development Commission, CDU founded the nation’s 
first broad-scale deployment of telemedicine to an inner-city community in 1996. The unprecedented 
Telemedicine Program worked to bridge the healthcare delivery gap for residents in medically underserved 

areas by allowing doctors at CDU to examine patients who lived miles away in urban public housing 
communities without ever leaving their offices.  

State-of-the-art ophthalmology equipment transmitted images of the patient’s eyes to the doctor’s computer, 
allowing a physician to make a diagnosis and recommend treatment. The program eventually expanded to 

include multiple telemedicine centers that offered services in tele-ophthalmology, tele-dentistry, tele-primary 
care, tele-psychiatry, tele-pediatrics and HIV/AIDS care and services. 

Prior to the program’s launch, a significant portion of the affected communities were served by only seven 
ophthalmologists. Before the completion of the clinic at the Carmelitos housing community, for example, 

patients waited an average of three to six months for routine eye exams. Many people did not receive any care 
because of inability to travel to the hospital, as well as cultural and language barriers. 

During its first year, the clinic saw and monitored over 400 patients, most of whom had never had an eye exam 
before. At the height of its operations, the Telemedicine Program was one of the most heavily utilized in the 
nation and exemplified the University’s mission of providing health equity for underserved populations through 
outstanding education, research, clinical service and community engagement. 

Pioneers in Telemedicine 
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 Campus News 

Cynthia Davis Honored by KJLH for Community Service 
CDU associate professor Cynthia Davis, MPH, recently received the 2018 Proven Achiever 
award from local radio station, KJLH. The prestigious award is given to those who have 
demonstrated upward mobility while consistently giving back to the communities they 

come from. 

Dr. Davis and other honorees were recognized for her service and philanthropy at the KJLH 
Proven Achievers luncheon on March 2 at the L.A. Hotel Downtown in Los Angeles.  

CDU kicked February off with its annual Black History Month Opening Ceremony on February 7 in the Cobb Lobby. 
Vocal and spoken word performances were given by Preston Parke and Pharaji Faraji, respectively. Dr. Elaine 
Batchlor, CEO of Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Hospital, was the keynote speaker. Attendees enjoyed a spirited 
West African dance performance by members of the African Cultural Study Group of Long Beach, who drew the 
audience into their performance by inviting three attendees to learn West African dance steps with them.  

Other Black History Month events included Black History Month Game Day hosted by the CDU Student Government 
on February 6, an instructive drum circle session on February 15, followed by a food celebration featuring local 
favorites Hawkins Burgers and Cobblermania on February 21. 

CDU Commemorates Black History Month With Series 

of  Cultural Events  

Drs. Ludlow and Ruth Creary, the former of which was the first chair of the College 
of Medicine’s Family Medicine department, made a $25,000 gift to the University 
to support student success and campus initiatives. The donation was announced 
by Dr. Carlisle  at the President’s Breakfast on February 22 in Marina Del Rey.  
 
Shortly after starting their charity last year, the couple began pondering on how 
they could make the most impact through their philanthropy. In addition to 
supporting other organizations geared toward the advancement of underserved 
communities, the Creary’s decided to contribute to CDU due to Dr. Ludlow Creary’s 
relationship with the University, as well as its dedicated mission of training diverse 
and health professionals to serve those populations. 
   
 

Dr. Ludlow Creary cited early CDU dean Dr. M. Alfred Haynes, who heavily emphasized the importance competence 
and compassion in the training of physicians in underserved areas. “[CDU] has done an excellent job of employing 
that training model in the community,” he said. With his gift, he has high hopes for the University to “keep that 
momentum going.”  

Former COM Department Chair Gifts $25,000 to CDU 
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The Office of International affairs held the third installment of its “Diplomats on Global Health Disparities” Series on 
February 14 in the Cobb Lounge, featuring the Hon. Robert Sichinga, Jr., MBA, MsHCA, who serves as the Honorary 
Consul and Chief of Post of the Republic of Zambia in California.  

Hon. Consul Sichinga’s presentation included an overview of Zambia, which is often characterized as one of the most 
promising nations on the African continent. The nation, which has seen exponential population growth over the 
years, is abundant in physical resources and economic opportunities; its government officials and representatives 
often encourage professionals across all sectors to explore the region.  

As Zambia’s population continues to increase, officials such as Hon. Consul Sichinga are tireless in their efforts to 
ensure that the country’s infrastructure, and especially its healthcare system, can support sustained growth. The 
country still faces a high prevalence of preventable diseases such as HIV, malaria, tuberculosis and other sexually-
transmitted infections. The nation also still experiences a high occurrence of non-communicable health issues such 
as diabetes, hypertension and cancer. 

He mentioned the importance of the ecosystems in healthcare: access, support systems, financial cost, tradition and 
values, advancement of care, consistency of care, research and quality of healthcare education. He noted that these 
ecosystems exist in every nation, but at varying levels – for example, the quality of the ecosystems that exist in the 

United States are vastly different from those in 
Zambia.  Understanding this fact, Sichinga argued, 
is essential for health providers looking to 
adequately serve communities other than their own. 
“If CDU plans to help third world countries, they 
have to understand that the conditions [they] are 
accustomed to might not be present,” he said. 

Following the discussion, Hon. Consul Sichinga Jr. 
met with members of the International Affairs 
Committee at CDU to discuss ways to collaborate 
with the Republic of Zambia in order to address 
health disparities in Zambia, as well as increase the 
knowledge of Western practitioners on 
“unconventional” ways of practicing medicine. 

Honorary Consul 

to Zambia 

Explores  the 

Nation’s 

Potential and 

Opportunity at 

“Diplomats” 

Series  
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State-of-the-art ophthalmology equipment transmitted images of the patient’s eyes to the doctor’s computer, 
allowing a physician to make a diagnosis and recommend treatment. The program eventually expanded to 

include multiple telemedicine centers that offered services in tele-ophthalmology, tele-dentistry, tele-primary 
care, tele-psychiatry, tele-pediatrics and HIV/AIDS care and services. 

Prior to the program’s launch, a significant portion of the affected communities were served by only seven 
ophthalmologists. Before the completion of the clinic at the Carmelitos housing community, for example, 

patients waited an average of three to six months for routine eye exams. Many people did not receive any care 
because of inability to travel to the hospital, as well as cultural and language barriers. 

During its first year, the clinic saw and monitored over 400 patients, most of whom had never had an eye exam 
before. At the height of its operations, the Telemedicine Program was one of the most heavily utilized in the 
nation and exemplified the University’s mission of providing health equity for underserved populations through 
outstanding education, research, clinical service and community engagement. 

Pioneers in Telemedicine 

 3 

 

 

 

 

 Campus News 

Cynthia Davis Honored by KJLH for Community Service 
CDU associate professor Cynthia Davis, MPH, recently received the 2018 Proven Achiever 
award from local radio station, KJLH. The prestigious award is given to those who have 
demonstrated upward mobility while consistently giving back to the communities they 

come from. 

Dr. Davis and other honorees were recognized for her service and philanthropy at the KJLH 
Proven Achievers luncheon on March 2 at the L.A. Hotel Downtown in Los Angeles.  

CDU kicked February off with its annual Black History Month Opening Ceremony on February 7 in the Cobb Lobby. 
Vocal and spoken word performances were given by Preston Parke and Pharaji Faraji, respectively. Dr. Elaine 
Batchlor, CEO of Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Hospital, was the keynote speaker. Attendees enjoyed a spirited 
West African dance performance by members of the African Cultural Study Group of Long Beach, who drew the 
audience into their performance by inviting three attendees to learn West African dance steps with them.  

Other Black History Month events included Black History Month Game Day hosted by the CDU Student Government 
on February 6, an instructive drum circle session on February 15, followed by a food celebration featuring local 
favorites Hawkins Burgers and Cobblermania on February 21. 
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Drs. Ludlow and Ruth Creary, the former of which was the first chair of the College 
of Medicine’s Family Medicine department, made a $25,000 gift to the University 
to support student success and campus initiatives. The donation was announced 
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Shortly after starting their charity last year, the couple began pondering on how 
they could make the most impact through their philanthropy. In addition to 
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communities, the Creary’s decided to contribute to CDU due to Dr. Ludlow Creary’s 
relationship with the University, as well as its dedicated mission of training diverse 
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to date, and I’m inclined to agree. The upcoming Spring Gala, slated to take place on April 19, is sure to be just as 
excellent and I hope to see you there. 
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with building school spirit, addressing staff concerns and 
shaping the future of CDU. Those interested in joining the 
SMC are encouraged to reach out to April Miller at (323) 
563-5823 or AprilMiller@cdrewu.edu.  

https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/
https://www.cdrewu.edu/about-cdu/events
http://www.myajc.com/news/local/hbcus-born-the-north-but-most-needed-the-south/Q7NI3b0Gnnzak6eWX6p3BJ/
http://www.myajc.com/news/local/hbcus-born-the-north-but-most-needed-the-south/Q7NI3b0Gnnzak6eWX6p3BJ/
https://www.laparent.com/junior-white-coat-ceremony-graduates-159-local-students/
https://www.laparent.com/junior-white-coat-ceremony-graduates-159-local-students/
http://www.publicnow.com/view/E331BD907389D3FA000F018D0779DFA49F4BA1B6
http://www.publicnow.com/view/E331BD907389D3FA000F018D0779DFA49F4BA1B6
http://abc30.com/education/black-college-expo-comes-to-fresno-high-school/3080508/
http://abc30.com/education/black-college-expo-comes-to-fresno-high-school/3080508/
https://www.birminghamtimes.com/2018/02/former-surgeon-general-david-satcher-recalls-growing-up-in-alabama/
https://www.birminghamtimes.com/2018/02/former-surgeon-general-david-satcher-recalls-growing-up-in-alabama/
https://www.birminghamtimes.com/2018/02/former-surgeon-general-david-satcher-recalls-growing-up-in-alabama/
https://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/news/2018/02/21/community-clinic-organization-to-rebrand-focus-on.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/news/2018/02/21/community-clinic-organization-to-rebrand-focus-on.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/news/2018/02/21/community-clinic-organization-to-rebrand-focus-on.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-5425253/Do-adrenal-fatigue.html.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-5425253/Do-adrenal-fatigue.html.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-5425253/Do-adrenal-fatigue.html.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-5425253/Do-adrenal-fatigue.html.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-5425253/Do-adrenal-fatigue.html.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-5425253/Do-adrenal-fatigue.html.
http://www.publicnow.com/view/57D759253A5ECBE22D32207B10817A465C087816
http://www.publicnow.com/view/57D759253A5ECBE22D32207B10817A465C087816
http://www.publicnow.com/view/57D759253A5ECBE22D32207B10817A465C087816
http://www.publicnow.com/view/57D759253A5ECBE22D32207B10817A465C087816
http://www.publicnow.com/view/57D759253A5ECBE22D32207B10817A465C087816
http://www.publicnow.com/view/4DDB12B3F4843FE24E57258E54A9AF65AF639251
http://www.publicnow.com/view/4DDB12B3F4843FE24E57258E54A9AF65AF639251
https://lausddaily.net/2018/02/african-american-family-day-celebrates-student-success/
https://lausddaily.net/2018/02/african-american-family-day-celebrates-student-success/
https://www.minnpost.com/mental-health-addiction/2018/02/gustavus-adolphus-student-conference-focus-social-justice-and-mental
https://www.minnpost.com/mental-health-addiction/2018/02/gustavus-adolphus-student-conference-focus-social-justice-and-mental
https://www.minnpost.com/mental-health-addiction/2018/02/gustavus-adolphus-student-conference-focus-social-justice-and-mental
mailto:AprilMiller@cdrewu.edu


 8 

 

 

 

 

For more information, email  

advancement@cdrewu.edu      

or call (323) 357- 3669  

To submit a story, email  

ccarter@cdrewu.edu  

or call (323) 563-5908 

CDU News is published  

monthly by the  

Office of  Strategic Advancement (OSA). 

 1 

 

Prior to joining a dynamic panel of leaders in politics, 
healthcare and education, CNN commentator and attorney 
Bakari Sellers delivered a riveting keynote address at CDU’s 

third annual President’s Breakfast on Thursday, February 
22 at the Marina Del Ray Marriott. The panel discussion, 
entitled Health Workforce Diversity: Turning “Good” 
Practitioners into “Great” Ones to Address a Shifting Cultural 

Landscape, was moderated by CDU President/CEO Dr. David M. 
Carlisle and included Representative Nanette Barragan (D-
CA 44), Carmela Castellano-Garcia, President/CEO of the 
California Primary Care Association, and Oliver T. Brooks, 

MD, Medical Director and Chief of Pediatric and Adolescent 
Medicine of the Watts Healthcare Corporation. 

The panel engaged in dialog on how to improve and 
optimize health workforce diversity as the industry seeks to 

accommodate the cultural, linguistic and sociocultural 
needs of an increasingly diverse population seeking care. 

One of the ways, Rep. Barragan noted, was to ensure that 
people of color were involved in key aspects of policy-

making so they could advocate for the needs and concerns 
of their communities. The congresswoman also advocated 
for increased access to quality STEM education— 
especially for students in traditionally underserved 

communities, stating, “[t]he quality of your education 
should not be dependent upon your zip code.”  

Dr. Oliver Brooks mentioned the importance of funding and 
suggested financially incentivizing providers and health 

organizations to practice and open more facilities in these 
communities. He also highlighted the power of networking 
in the community and was in favor of conducting more 

forums like the President’s Breakfast to increase dialogue 
and support of the advancement of diversity in healthcare. 

Mr. Sellers reminded those in attendance of the 
significance of social determinants of health, or how 

overlapping social structures and economic systems are 
responsible for most health inequities, stating, “Health 
outcomes have a direct correlation to systemic and 
environmental injustices, and we need to have an 

understanding of how these systems of oppression are 
related.” 

For Carmela Castellano-Garcia, the aforementioned 
suggestions clearly indicated that increasing health 

workforce diversity is not solely a healthcare issue, and 
treating it as such would only delay the process in finding a 
solution. “We need to join forces with a much broader 
coalition of sectors that focus on more than healthcare, 

such as legislation and higher education, to be able to 
make progress in addressing this disparity,” Castellano-
Garcia said. 

The event concluded with a surprise announcement from 
Dr. Carlisle – Drs. Ludlow and Ruth Creary, the former of 
which was the first chair of the College of Medicine’s Family 
Medicine department, made a $25,000 gift to the 
University to support student success and campus 
initiatives.  
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