
  

 

 

 

CDU Event Calendar 

Click for more Calendar Items 

CDU in the News: February 2019 

3/1: COM Research Colloquium 

3/1: Faculty/Student Development Series 

3/1: Faculty Presentation: Michael Delucchi 
3/4: Cancer Journal Club 

3/6: UHI Grantsmanship Workshop 

3/7: Nursing Faculty Development Consortium 

3/8: Friday Noon Lecture Series 

3/11: Develop@CDU: Module 3 

3/14: Basic Life Support Class 
3/15: Match Day 

3/29: Cesar Chavez Day (Campus Closed) 

KQED News 

Task Force Outlines Strategy to Address 

California's Shortfall of Health Workers 
(2/4/2019) 

California Healthline News 

Task Force Outlines Strategy To Address 
California’s Shortfall Of Health Workers 

(2/4/2019) 

Kaiser Health News 

Task Force Outlines Strategy To Address 
California’s Shortfall Of Health Workers 

(2/7/2019) 

Language, Literacy and Storytelling 

Charles Richard Drew - Blood Man 

(2/4/2019) 

LA Care 

L.A. Care's Chief Medical Officer 
Addresses Immigration, Healthcare and 

Social Justice (2/11/2019) 

Physician News Network 

New Report Calls for Large-scale 

Investments to Increase State’s 

Healthcare Workforce (2/12/2019) 

Medical Health News 

Black History: Bath brought sight to 

many (2/12/2019) 

Forbes 

Universities With Spring Application 

Deadlines: It's Not Too Late To Apply! 
(2/13/2019) 

The San Fernando Valley Sun 

A New Health Care Model is Helping 

Manage Chronic Disease (2/13/2019) 

Los Angeles Sentinel 
Congresswoman Barragán to Host 

Annual Black History Month Event 
Honoring Leaders Impacting the District 

(2/15/2019) 

94.7 The Wave 

MAKING WAVES: Honoring Wren Brown 
(2/19/2019) 

Los Angeles Sentinel 
2020 Democratic Presidential Candidate 
Julián Castro Headlined Charles R. Drew 

University’s Diversity Panel Discussion 

(2/20/2019) 

My Spirit DC 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH – “DEBI 

THOMAS” – THE FIRST BLACK TO WIN A 
MEDAL IN A WINTER OLYMPICS – WE 

HONOR YOU!!! (2/20/2018) 

Los Angeles Sentinel 
Celebrate Life Cancer Ministry & Drew 

Hosts Conference For Cancer Survivors 

(2/21/2019) 

Curbed LA 

Mapped: 19 places in LA where black 

architects left their mark (2/25/2018) 

All News Stories 

Valentine Enemuo, MD, Pediatric 

Gastroenterologist with Midwest 

Women’s – Children’s Specialty 
(2/26/2019)  

Office of Supervisor Mark Ridley -
Thomas 
Mental Health Conference Promotes 
Engaging and Empowering Communities 
(2/28/2019) 

Campus Life 

Faculty Highlights: College of  Science and Health 
Each month, CDU News will highlight various faculty accomplishments around campus. This month, we highlight the College of 
Science and Health:  

Associate Professor Bita Amani 
(Department of Urban Public Health) 
developed the course MPH 584: Global 
Health Studies: The Cuban Health Model 
in the MPH in Urban Health Disparities 
Program and the accompanying study 
abroad program for travel to Cuba to 
study health systems and public 
health.  This course and the study 
abroad experience are a pioneering 
effort in COSH. The first MPH cohort to 
travel to Cuba was March 31-April 15, 
2018, and this year’s cohort will be 
visiting Cuba during the first two weeks 
in March 2019.   

Assistant Professor Harold Abramowitz 
(Department of General Studies) was 
awarded a California Institute of The 
Arts (CalArts) Alumni Council Seed 
Grant for winter/spring 2019 projects. 
The grants provide seed funding for 
projects and happenings that promote 
alumni community connection, 
collaboration, inclusion, and impact on 
the arts, and are collaborative, 
experimental, reflect our community’s 
diversity, and involve participation of 
multiple alumni.   

 

Assistant Professor Cynthia Davis 
(Department of Urban Public Health) 
just received a grant from Kaiser 
Permanente called the Mindful Beauty 
Project.  The Mindful Beauty Project is a 
pilot demonstration project to train hair 
stylists in SPA 6 of Los Angeles County 
to recognize the signs and symptoms of 
depression so that they can make 
appropriate referrals of their clients for 
treatment, care and support. This is the 
first time that CDU will be targeting 
Black Beauty Shops as an intervention 
site for health education and health 
promotion.  

2020 Democratic Presidential Candidate Julian Castro 

Headlines Fourth Annual President’s Breakfast Discussion 
Julian Castro, 2020 Democratic presidential candidate and 
former U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
under President Barack Obama, delivered an inspiring 

keynote address at CDU’s fourth annual President’s 
Breakfast on Tuesday, February 19, at the Marina Del Ray 
Marriott.  Following his address, he joined a panel of leaders 
in academia, business and  healthcare for a dialogue. 

The panel discussion, entitled Diversity in Higher Education: 
Race Matters, was moderated by CDU President/CEO Dr. David 
M. Carlisle and included Wendy Garen, President and CEO of 
the Ralph M. Parsons Foundation, Wm. Jahmal Miller, MHA, 

DHL, Director of Corporate Reputation and Thought 
Leadership at Blue Shield of California, Francisco Rodriguez, 
PhD, Chancellor of the Los Angeles Community College, and 
Maria Salinas, President and CEO of the LA Area Chamber of 

Commerce.  

In his address, Secretary Castro noted the tremendous 
competition that the United States faces and the importance 
of providing access to education to all, beginning at the pre-

kinder ages. “The U.S. needs well-educated people now more 
than at any time in our history,” he said.  “If we want to 
compete in the 21

st
 century, there’s not a single person we 

can waste.”   

He also decried the income inequality that makes it difficult 
for many—especially those from communities of color—to 
get the education they want. “America is the land of 
opportunity, but it’s also an America in which it’s more and 

more difficult for people of color to get ahead,” he said. He 
advocated for making all forms of higher education more 
affordable and accessible including four-year universities, 
communities colleges and apprenticeship programs. 

Wendy Garen echoed these remarks, citing and commending 
CDU’s own efforts in increasing access to higher education, 
beginning at the pipeline level at primary and secondary 

schools. “[CDU] is doing something profound by lifting 
people out of poverty through meaningful health 
education,” she said.  

Maria Salinas’ perspective was more business-oriented, 

recognizing the overall importance of a workforce that is 
both competitive and diverse. “Diversity is value,” she stated. 
“It’s incredibly important to be able to cultivate a workforce 
that is able to take on the jobs of today and tomorrow.” 

Wm. Jahmal Miller touched on the growing trends of 
prejudice and discrimination in higher education, reiterating 
Sec. Castro’s point of early intervention and “healthy 
beginnings.” By the time discriminatory individuals get to 

college and begin displaying prejudice towards others, Miller 
argued, these attitudes have been instilled in them for so 
long that it may be too late for intervention. Instead, he 
advocated for “shifting the focus towards building strong 

children now, and not trying to ‘repair’ them later in life.”  

The discussion concluded with an interactive Q&A session, 
with panelists fielding questions on how to close the 
employment gap for younger populations, and how 

businesses and philanthropic organizations can more 
effectively collaborate with higher education institutions to 
ensure the development of a diverse workforce prepared to 
meet the needs of a changing national landscape.  
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President’s 

Message 

 

Greetings!  

There was a common theme in two 

February events in which I was involved, 

and I think they hold special significance 

for us at CDU and for our country.  

The first was U.S. Representative 

Nanette Barragán’s honoring African 

American leaders in the 44th district at 

her Annual Black History Month 

commemorative event on February 16.  I 

was privileged to be one of those so 

recognized at this event, which featured 

the theme “Together We Rise,” selected 

to emphasize the idea that our 

community’s strength lies in our unity. 

The second event was our own 4th 

Annual President’s Breakfast on 

February 19, which featured the theme 

“Diversity in Higher Education: Race 

Matters,” as well as its implications for 

healthcare, economics and our society.  

Our keynote speaker, former HUD 

Secretary and current Democratic 

candidate for President Julián Castro, 

and our discussion panel all spoke of an 

America that embraced its “melting 

pot” origins and that is strengthened by 

our inclusivity and diversity.  

With the U.S. projected to become a 

majority people of color country within 

three decades (and with California 

already there), these events offered 

particularly important ideas for CDU, 

because of our commitment to social 

justice and the elimination of health 

disparities.   

 

 

 

We look forward to our inevitable future 

of greater diversity, even while 

acknowledging the tremendous amount 

of work remaining to get us there.  It 

does seem at times that we, as a society, 

are overly sensitized to the idea of 

diversity and that public discussions on 

the topic today—whether in the media, 

among our political leaders and 

especially online—are often so charged 

that we may wonder if we ever will all 

“rise together.” 

I choose to remain optimistic, and I 

believe the CDU Family is, too.   

We remain committed to the principles 

upon which this University were 

founded.  We are confident of our 

beliefs.  And we continue to work 

toward the ideals embodied in our 

mission and vision when we do the work 

we do every day:  recruit, educate and 

train students from underserved 

communities of color to become the 

healthcare workforce of the future that 

will go out and provide healthcare 

services to those same types of 

underresourced areas. 

* * * 

Before I close this month’s message, two 

quick but important items: 

First, many thanks to all who attended 

our 4th Annual President’s Breakfast, 

and to the sponsors whose support 

helped to make this event possible: 

 

 

 

Presenting Sponsor: Torrey Pines Bank  

Advocates for Access to Higher 

Education Sponsors: Office of Supervisor 

Mark Ridley-Thomas, LA Care  

Corporate Table Sponsors: BizFed, 

Charles R. Drew Medical Society, 

Compton College, Kaiser Permanente, 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Community 

Hospital, RFP Insurance Agency, Tessie 

Cleveland Community Services, , U.S. 

Bank and Wells Fargo. 

Individual Table Sponsors:  Dr. Diane 

Breckenridge, Dr. David Carlisle, Carl 

McLaney, MPA, Dr. Steve Michael, 

Angela Minniefield, MPA, Dr. Deborah 

Prothrow-Stith and Dr. Jay Vagdama.  

And finally, a more somber note. Earlier 

this month, we learned that our friend 

and colleague, Dr. Theodore Quincy 

Miller, passed away. Dr. Miller was a 

Professor in the College of Medicine, 

Department of Radiology, and Associate 

Dean of Medical Student Affairs. During 

the 1981-1982 school year, as an 

Assistant Professor at Charles R. Drew 

Postgraduate Medical School, Dr. Miller 

was cited for his excellence in 

management of the Diagnostic 

Radiology Service and received an 

Outstanding Teaching Award in 

Radiology.  He will be missed by all of us 

in the CDU family. 

 

 

David M. Carlisle, MD, PhD 

President & CEO 

 

 

 

 



Legacy of  

CDU 

Special Thanks to Project Archivist Robin Schiff 

 

Dr. Patricia Bath is an inventor, educator and doctor, born on November 4, 1942 in 
Harlem, New York. Her achievements throughout her career have made her a 
pioneer not just within the CDU community, but within the field of medicine as a 
whole. After graduating from high school in just two years, she went on to pursue 
undergraduate studies at Howard University before beginning a fellowship in 
ophthalmology at Columbia University in 1969. Dr. Bath's completion of the 
program in 1973 made her the first African American in U.S. history to complete a 
residency in ophthalmology. 

Her relationship with CDU began in 1974 and lasted nearly two decades. She helped to create the University's 
Ophthalmology Residency Training program in 1983 and ultimately went on to chair that department, becoming the 
first woman in the nation to hold that position as she did so. 

Dr. Bath's legacy of "firsts" did not stop in the hallowed halls of CDU. In 1986, Dr. Bath released her most well-known 
invention: the Laserphaco Probe, which had an immediate impact on helping restore the sight of people who had 
been blind for decades. Dr. Bath achieved another "first" when she received a patent for the device in 1988, 
becoming the first African-American female doctor to receive a medical patent.  

Dr. Bath retired from CDU in 1993, and remains a passionate advocate of  telemedicine and fighting blindness.  

The First of  Many: Dr. Patricia Bath 

“Legacy of CDU” offers readers an intimate look 

into the rich history of Charles R. Drew   

University of Medicine and Science. 

 

 

 

 Campus Life 

Congratulations are due to the College of Science and Health, as its Bachelor of Science in 
Public Health degree has received accreditation through December 2024 from the Council 
on Education for Public Health (CEPH), as part of the Masters of Public Health program. 

Accreditation is the primary means of assuring and improving the quality of higher 
education institutions. The program's recent reaccreditation demonstrates its ability to 
provide a quality education to students, as well as its commitment to ongoing improvement 
and promoting excellence in public health education. 

College of  Science and Health Programs Receive Accreditation College of  Science and Health Programs Receive Accreditation 

CDU hosted two MOU signings in February that demonstrate the University's dedication to increasing access to 
medical education while also graduating additional healthcare professionals who practice in underserved areas of 
Los Angeles.   

On February 14, CDU formalized an agreement with Aids Project Los Angeles (APLA) Health, a nonprofit dedicated to 
achieving health care equity and well-being for the LGBT and other underserved communities and people living with 
and affected by HIV, to jointly open and operate a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) clinic on the CDU 
campus. 

On February 20, CDU and AltaMed, one of the largest health care and clinic systems in L.A. County, signed an MOU 
that will establish programs and initiatives of mutual benefit and interests to the two organizations, such as 
providing clinical and volunteer opportunities for CDU students at AltaMed clinics and conversely providing 
opportunities for simulation experiences at CDU to AltaMed health professionals. Other aspects of the partnership 
will include, but are not limited to: guaranteed admission to CDU for qualified AltaMed staff and collaborative 
research opportunities for CDU faculty and interested AltaMed health professionals.  

Both signings serve as examples of CDU’s dedication to increasing access to health professions education while also 
graduating additional healthcare professionals who practice in underserved areas of Los Angeles.  

CDU Enters Into Multiple Partnerships with Medical Service Giants To 

Increase Number of  Healthcare Practitioners in South Los Angeles 

Human Resources and Office of  Compliance 

Partner to Present Implicit Bias Training 

CDU Provost Dr. Steve Michael (pictured) has worked diligently 

to increase partnerships between CDU and organizations with 

similar missions since the implementation of CDU’s five-year 

Strategic Plan in 2016. 

MOU signing with AltaMed on February 20 in 

the LSRNE lobby. 

MOU signing with APLA Health on February 14 in the 

Cobb boardroom. 

In collaboration with Human Resources, the Office of Compliance, EEO, 
Diversity and Title IX hosted Jerry Kang for a Lunch and Learn session on 
implicit bias on Tuesday, February 12 in the LSRNE Lobby. Mr. Kang is a Vice 

Chancellor for Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, as well as Professor of Law and 
Asian American Studies at UCLA. He is an expert in the study of explicit and 
implicit bias, lecturing to lawyers, government agencies and other corporate 
entities about implicit bias, how it affects people, and what they can do 

about them.  
Jerry Kang 



 

 

 

 

Campus Life 

Reminder: Official CDU Templates and Guidelines Available 

Online 
All materials and guidelines for  any internal or external CDU communications are available on the CDU intranet 
website, which can be accessed by clicking here or typing cdunet/StyleGuides/ into your web browser's address bar. 
Please note that this resource is only accessible while you are on the CDU campus. 

You will find all CDU's branding, visual identity and style guidelines on the intranet, as well as official logos and 
premade templates for flyers, broadcast emails and advertisements. The Visual Identity Guide contains the rules and 

specifications for using the CDU logo, type fonts and official school colors, while the Style Guide provides rules and 
specifications that will help us have more uniformity and agreement when writing about the University. If there are 
any questions about the CDU intranet, the guides or their application, contact the Office of Strategic Advancement 
at (323) 357-3669. 

The Office of Strategic Advancement is now accepting 
applications for the CDU Annual Mission Maker Mini-
Grant Program. Supported by the Annual Mission Maker 

Campaign, the Mini-Grant Program will support projects 
not funded through the normal budget cycle. Priority 
will be given to proposals that demonstrate direct 
support for students and/or the ability to support and 

enhance student success.  

Click here, or visit Cobb 286, to get an application. 
Applications are due Friday, March 8, 2019, by 5 p.m.; no 
exceptions. Please e-mail your completed application to 
Brittney Miller, Alumni Associate, in the Office of 
Strategic Advancement at brittneymiller@cdrewu.edu 
or submit a hard-copy in Cobb 286.  Awards will be 
announced by April 1, 2019. 

Mission Maker Mini Grant 

Applications Available Until 

March 8 

CDU participated in the 20th annual Black College Expo on February 2, 2019, at the Los Angeles Convention Center. 
At the event, the Enrollment Management Team offered nearly two dozen students instant or early admission to the 
University, while other members of the CDU community shared more about the University with thousands of 
attendees.  

The goal of the Black College Expo is to encourage and promote the importance of higher education while also 
providing pathways to post-secondary endeavors to students from underserved and underrepresented communities 
by serving as a link between students of color and college admission officers.  This aligns with one of CDU’s primary 
goals of providing access to health professions education to underrepresented communities. 

CDU Participates in Annual Black College Expo 

CDU Library Director Meets 

14th Librarian of  Congress 

CDU Health Sciences Library 
Director Darlene Parker-Kelly 
attended the lecture of Dr. Carla 
Hayden, the 14th Librarian of 
Congress, at UCLA on Thursday, 
February 21 at Schoenberg Music 
Hall. Dr. Hayden’s lecture was 
entitled Libraries in the Digital Age: 

Now what?” The event was part of UCLA’s Graduate School 
of Education and Information Studies series on the “Year of 
the Book.” 

Dr. Hayden became the first woman and the first African 
American to lead the National Library of Congress following 
her nomination by President Barack Obama in 2016. Prior 
to this appointment, Dr. Hayden has proven to be an 
innovator in libraries with over 50 years of experience.   

 

 

 

COSH Student Crowned 2019 Kingdom Parade Queen 

Campus Life 

MPH student Josephine Akingbulu was announced as the 2019 Kingdom Day Parade 
Pageant/Scholarship Queen. In her role, she presided over Kingdom Day parade festivities 
in January alongside her court, and will attend many public and media functions throughout 

2019 to spread Dr. Martin Luther King’s vision of equal rights for all.   

Ms. Akingbulu's academic career embodies all the pillars of the CDU Advantage, but one 
has been particularly influential in guiding her future: gaining exposure to determinants of 
health in international communities. She has traveled to Lagos, Nigeria, to participate in 
relief efforts and interned at King's College Hospital in London, England. Following her 
graduation from CDU, she plans to pursue an MD/PhD degree in hopes of building a chain 
of transcontinental hospitals that will impact the global health sphere as a whole. 

Team CDU Mounts Historic Display of  Female Leaders, 

Agents of  Change  
The walls on the second floor of the Cobb building recently received an upgrade, as CDU staff diligently worked 

together to install a display of the most influential women in CDU's history. The women include, physicians from the 

Departments of Surgery, Pediatrics, Community Medicine, Psychiatry and Human Behavior; researchers; 

administrative assistants; the founding librarian; archivist;  members of the Board of Directors/Trustees (one of 

whom was a Rockefeller); Registered Nurses; Allied Health Assistant Dean; and community leaders: 

Mary Ashley, RN, MS, MPH 

Patricia Bath, MD  

Xylina Bean, MD 

Naomi E. Booker (Mallory), MPA 

Barbara Bosutow, MA 

Devra Breslow, MA 

Geraldine Burton Branch, MD, 
MPH 

Daphne Calmes, MD, MSHS 

Nola Carter 

Cynthia Davis, MPH 

Lark Galloway-Gilliam 

Caffie Greene 

Mary Henry 

M. Moss Humphrey, MLS 

Loretta Jones, ThD 

Sister Mary Ann Lou, MD 

Lillian Mobley  

Kathy Sanders-Phillips, PhD 

Nola Richardson (Satcher) 

Stella Robinson, RN, PhD 

Jeannette Edris Rockefeller 

Wilhemina C. Shamberger 

Anna Smith, MD 

Rosalyn P. Sterling Scott, MD, 

MSHA  

Johnnie Tillmon  

Betti Jo Warren (Streeter), MD 

Vivian Weinstein, MS  

Elaine Williams, PhD, RD 

Margaret Vail Woolley, JD 

CDU kicked off Black History Month with an opening 
ceremony on February 5 in the Cobb Lobby. Dr. Wilbur 
Jordan, director of the Charles R. Drew/OASIS Clinic, was the 

keynote speaker for the event, which also featured a spirited 
West African dance performance by members of the African 
Cultural Study Group of Long Beach. 

Other Black History Month events included a Rhythm and 
Beats dance workshop hosted by Dembrebroh West African 
Drum & Dance on February 26 on the Cobb Lawn, and a 
month-long giveaway of the Becoming, the best-selling 
memoir by former first lady Michelle Obama.  

CDU Community Celebrates Black 

History Month With Cultural 

Programming, Giveaways 
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http://docs.cdrewu.edu/assets/admissions/files/Mini%20Grant%20Application%20Updated%202019.pdf


 

 

 

 

Campus Life 

Reminder: Official CDU Templates and Guidelines Available 

Online 
All materials and guidelines for  any internal or external CDU communications are available on the CDU intranet 
website, which can be accessed by clicking here or typing cdunet/StyleGuides/ into your web browser's address bar. 
Please note that this resource is only accessible while you are on the CDU campus. 

You will find all CDU's branding, visual identity and style guidelines on the intranet, as well as official logos and 
premade templates for flyers, broadcast emails and advertisements. The Visual Identity Guide contains the rules and 

specifications for using the CDU logo, type fonts and official school colors, while the Style Guide provides rules and 
specifications that will help us have more uniformity and agreement when writing about the University. If there are 
any questions about the CDU intranet, the guides or their application, contact the Office of Strategic Advancement 
at (323) 357-3669. 

The Office of Strategic Advancement is now accepting 
applications for the CDU Annual Mission Maker Mini-
Grant Program. Supported by the Annual Mission Maker 

Campaign, the Mini-Grant Program will support projects 
not funded through the normal budget cycle. Priority 
will be given to proposals that demonstrate direct 
support for students and/or the ability to support and 

enhance student success.  

Click here, or visit Cobb 286, to get an application. 
Applications are due Friday, March 8, 2019, by 5 p.m.; no 
exceptions. Please e-mail your completed application to 
Brittney Miller, Alumni Associate, in the Office of 
Strategic Advancement at brittneymiller@cdrewu.edu 
or submit a hard-copy in Cobb 286.  Awards will be 
announced by April 1, 2019. 

Mission Maker Mini Grant 

Applications Available Until 

March 8 

CDU participated in the 20th annual Black College Expo on February 2, 2019, at the Los Angeles Convention Center. 
At the event, the Enrollment Management Team offered nearly two dozen students instant or early admission to the 
University, while other members of the CDU community shared more about the University with thousands of 
attendees.  

The goal of the Black College Expo is to encourage and promote the importance of higher education while also 
providing pathways to post-secondary endeavors to students from underserved and underrepresented communities 
by serving as a link between students of color and college admission officers.  This aligns with one of CDU’s primary 
goals of providing access to health professions education to underrepresented communities. 

CDU Participates in Annual Black College Expo 

CDU Library Director Meets 

14th Librarian of  Congress 

CDU Health Sciences Library 
Director Darlene Parker-Kelly 
attended the lecture of Dr. Carla 
Hayden, the 14th Librarian of 
Congress, at UCLA on Thursday, 
February 21 at Schoenberg Music 
Hall. Dr. Hayden’s lecture was 
entitled Libraries in the Digital Age: 

Now what?” The event was part of UCLA’s Graduate School 
of Education and Information Studies series on the “Year of 
the Book.” 

Dr. Hayden became the first woman and the first African 
American to lead the National Library of Congress following 
her nomination by President Barack Obama in 2016. Prior 
to this appointment, Dr. Hayden has proven to be an 
innovator in libraries with over 50 years of experience.   

 

 

 

COSH Student Crowned 2019 Kingdom Parade Queen 

Campus Life 

MPH student Josephine Akingbulu was announced as the 2019 Kingdom Day Parade 
Pageant/Scholarship Queen. In her role, she presided over Kingdom Day parade festivities 
in January alongside her court, and will attend many public and media functions throughout 

2019 to spread Dr. Martin Luther King’s vision of equal rights for all.   

Ms. Akingbulu's academic career embodies all the pillars of the CDU Advantage, but one 
has been particularly influential in guiding her future: gaining exposure to determinants of 
health in international communities. She has traveled to Lagos, Nigeria, to participate in 
relief efforts and interned at King's College Hospital in London, England. Following her 
graduation from CDU, she plans to pursue an MD/PhD degree in hopes of building a chain 
of transcontinental hospitals that will impact the global health sphere as a whole. 

Team CDU Mounts Historic Display of  Female Leaders, 

Agents of  Change  
The walls on the second floor of the Cobb building recently received an upgrade, as CDU staff diligently worked 

together to install a display of the most influential women in CDU's history. The women include, physicians from the 

Departments of Surgery, Pediatrics, Community Medicine, Psychiatry and Human Behavior; researchers; 

administrative assistants; the founding librarian; archivist;  members of the Board of Directors/Trustees (one of 

whom was a Rockefeller); Registered Nurses; Allied Health Assistant Dean; and community leaders: 

Mary Ashley, RN, MS, MPH 

Patricia Bath, MD  

Xylina Bean, MD 

Naomi E. Booker (Mallory), MPA 

Barbara Bosutow, MA 

Devra Breslow, MA 

Geraldine Burton Branch, MD, 
MPH 

Daphne Calmes, MD, MSHS 

Nola Carter 

Cynthia Davis, MPH 

Lark Galloway-Gilliam 

Caffie Greene 

Mary Henry 

M. Moss Humphrey, MLS 

Loretta Jones, ThD 

Sister Mary Ann Lou, MD 

Lillian Mobley  

Kathy Sanders-Phillips, PhD 

Nola Richardson (Satcher) 

Stella Robinson, RN, PhD 

Jeannette Edris Rockefeller 

Wilhemina C. Shamberger 

Anna Smith, MD 

Rosalyn P. Sterling Scott, MD, 

MSHA  

Johnnie Tillmon  

Betti Jo Warren (Streeter), MD 

Vivian Weinstein, MS  

Elaine Williams, PhD, RD 

Margaret Vail Woolley, JD 

CDU kicked off Black History Month with an opening 
ceremony on February 5 in the Cobb Lobby. Dr. Wilbur 
Jordan, director of the Charles R. Drew/OASIS Clinic, was the 

keynote speaker for the event, which also featured a spirited 
West African dance performance by members of the African 
Cultural Study Group of Long Beach. 

Other Black History Month events included a Rhythm and 
Beats dance workshop hosted by Dembrebroh West African 
Drum & Dance on February 26 on the Cobb Lawn, and a 
month-long giveaway of the Becoming, the best-selling 
memoir by former first lady Michelle Obama.  

CDU Community Celebrates Black 

History Month With Cultural 

Programming, Giveaways 

http://cdunet/StyleGuides/
http://docs.cdrewu.edu/assets/admissions/files/Mini%20Grant%20Application%20Updated%202019.pdf


Legacy of  

CDU 

Special Thanks to Project Archivist Robin Schiff 

 

Dr. Patricia Bath is an inventor, educator and doctor, born on November 4, 1942 in 
Harlem, New York. Her achievements throughout her career have made her a 
pioneer not just within the CDU community, but within the field of medicine as a 
whole. After graduating from high school in just two years, she went on to pursue 
undergraduate studies at Howard University before beginning a fellowship in 
ophthalmology at Columbia University in 1969. Dr. Bath's completion of the 
program in 1973 made her the first African American in U.S. history to complete a 
residency in ophthalmology. 

Her relationship with CDU began in 1974 and lasted nearly two decades. She helped to create the University's 
Ophthalmology Residency Training program in 1983 and ultimately went on to chair that department, becoming the 
first woman in the nation to hold that position as she did so. 

Dr. Bath's legacy of "firsts" did not stop in the hallowed halls of CDU. In 1986, Dr. Bath released her most well-known 
invention: the Laserphaco Probe, which had an immediate impact on helping restore the sight of people who had 
been blind for decades. Dr. Bath achieved another "first" when she received a patent for the device in 1988, 
becoming the first African-American female doctor to receive a medical patent.  

Dr. Bath retired from CDU in 1993, and remains a passionate advocate of  telemedicine and fighting blindness.  

The First of  Many: Dr. Patricia Bath 

“Legacy of CDU” offers readers an intimate look 

into the rich history of Charles R. Drew   

University of Medicine and Science. 

 

 

 

 Campus Life 

Congratulations are due to the College of Science and Health, as its Bachelor of Science in 
Public Health degree has received accreditation through December 2024 from the Council 
on Education for Public Health (CEPH), as part of the Masters of Public Health program. 

Accreditation is the primary means of assuring and improving the quality of higher 
education institutions. The program's recent reaccreditation demonstrates its ability to 
provide a quality education to students, as well as its commitment to ongoing improvement 
and promoting excellence in public health education. 

College of  Science and Health Programs Receive Accreditation College of  Science and Health Programs Receive Accreditation 

CDU hosted two MOU signings in February that demonstrate the University's dedication to increasing access to 
medical education while also graduating additional healthcare professionals who practice in underserved areas of 
Los Angeles.   

On February 14, CDU formalized an agreement with Aids Project Los Angeles (APLA) Health, a nonprofit dedicated to 
achieving health care equity and well-being for the LGBT and other underserved communities and people living with 
and affected by HIV, to jointly open and operate a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) clinic on the CDU 
campus. 

On February 20, CDU and AltaMed, one of the largest health care and clinic systems in L.A. County, signed an MOU 
that will establish programs and initiatives of mutual benefit and interests to the two organizations, such as 
providing clinical and volunteer opportunities for CDU students at AltaMed clinics and conversely providing 
opportunities for simulation experiences at CDU to AltaMed health professionals. Other aspects of the partnership 
will include, but are not limited to: guaranteed admission to CDU for qualified AltaMed staff and collaborative 
research opportunities for CDU faculty and interested AltaMed health professionals.  

Both signings serve as examples of CDU’s dedication to increasing access to health professions education while also 
graduating additional healthcare professionals who practice in underserved areas of Los Angeles.  

CDU Enters Into Multiple Partnerships with Medical Service Giants To 

Increase Number of  Healthcare Practitioners in South Los Angeles 

Human Resources and Office of  Compliance 

Partner to Present Implicit Bias Training 

CDU Provost Dr. Steve Michael (pictured) has worked diligently 

to increase partnerships between CDU and organizations with 

similar missions since the implementation of CDU’s five-year 

Strategic Plan in 2016. 

MOU signing with AltaMed on February 20 in 

the LSRNE lobby. 

MOU signing with APLA Health on February 14 in the 

Cobb boardroom. 

In collaboration with Human Resources, the Office of Compliance, EEO, 
Diversity and Title IX hosted Jerry Kang for a Lunch and Learn session on 
implicit bias on Tuesday, February 12 in the LSRNE Lobby. Mr. Kang is a Vice 

Chancellor for Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, as well as Professor of Law and 
Asian American Studies at UCLA. He is an expert in the study of explicit and 
implicit bias, lecturing to lawyers, government agencies and other corporate 
entities about implicit bias, how it affects people, and what they can do 

about them.  
Jerry Kang 



President’s 

Message 

 

Greetings!  

There was a common theme in two 

February events in which I was involved, 

and I think they hold special significance 

for us at CDU and for our country.  

The first was U.S. Representative 

Nanette Barragán’s honoring African 

American leaders in the 44th district at 

her Annual Black History Month 

commemorative event on February 16.  I 

was privileged to be one of those so 

recognized at this event, which featured 

the theme “Together We Rise,” selected 

to emphasize the idea that our 

community’s strength lies in our unity. 

The second event was our own 4th 

Annual President’s Breakfast on 

February 19, which featured the theme 

“Diversity in Higher Education: Race 

Matters,” as well as its implications for 

healthcare, economics and our society.  

Our keynote speaker, former HUD 

Secretary and current Democratic 

candidate for President Julián Castro, 

and our discussion panel all spoke of an 

America that embraced its “melting 

pot” origins and that is strengthened by 

our inclusivity and diversity.  

With the U.S. projected to become a 

majority people of color country within 

three decades (and with California 

already there), these events offered 

particularly important ideas for CDU, 

because of our commitment to social 

justice and the elimination of health 

disparities.   

 

 

 

We look forward to our inevitable future 

of greater diversity, even while 

acknowledging the tremendous amount 

of work remaining to get us there.  It 

does seem at times that we, as a society, 

are overly sensitized to the idea of 

diversity and that public discussions on 

the topic today—whether in the media, 

among our political leaders and 

especially online—are often so charged 

that we may wonder if we ever will all 

“rise together.” 

I choose to remain optimistic, and I 

believe the CDU Family is, too.   

We remain committed to the principles 

upon which this University were 

founded.  We are confident of our 

beliefs.  And we continue to work 

toward the ideals embodied in our 

mission and vision when we do the work 

we do every day:  recruit, educate and 

train students from underserved 

communities of color to become the 

healthcare workforce of the future that 

will go out and provide healthcare 

services to those same types of 

underresourced areas. 

* * * 

Before I close this month’s message, two 

quick but important items: 

First, many thanks to all who attended 

our 4th Annual President’s Breakfast, 

and to the sponsors whose support 

helped to make this event possible: 

 

 

 

Presenting Sponsor: Torrey Pines Bank  

Advocates for Access to Higher 

Education Sponsors: Office of Supervisor 

Mark Ridley-Thomas, LA Care  

Corporate Table Sponsors: BizFed, 

Charles R. Drew Medical Society, 

Compton College, Kaiser Permanente, 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Community 

Hospital, RFP Insurance Agency, Tessie 

Cleveland Community Services, , U.S. 

Bank and Wells Fargo. 

Individual Table Sponsors:  Dr. Diane 

Breckenridge, Dr. David Carlisle, Carl 

McLaney, MPA, Dr. Steve Michael, 

Angela Minniefield, MPA, Dr. Deborah 

Prothrow-Stith and Dr. Jay Vagdama.  

And finally, a more somber note. Earlier 

this month, we learned that our friend 

and colleague, Dr. Theodore Quincy 

Miller, passed away. Dr. Miller was a 

Professor in the College of Medicine, 

Department of Radiology, and Associate 

Dean of Medical Student Affairs. During 

the 1981-1982 school year, as an 

Assistant Professor at Charles R. Drew 

Postgraduate Medical School, Dr. Miller 

was cited for his excellence in 

management of the Diagnostic 

Radiology Service and received an 

Outstanding Teaching Award in 

Radiology.  He will be missed by all of us 

in the CDU family. 

 

 

David M. Carlisle, MD, PhD 

President & CEO 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

CDU Event Calendar 

Click for more Calendar Items 

CDU in the News: February 2019 

3/1: COM Research Colloquium 

3/1: Faculty/Student Development Series 

3/1: Faculty Presentation: Michael Delucchi 
3/4: Cancer Journal Club 

3/6: UHI Grantsmanship Workshop 

3/7: Nursing Faculty Development Consortium 

3/8: Friday Noon Lecture Series 

3/11: Develop@CDU: Module 3 

3/14: Basic Life Support Class 
3/15: Match Day 

3/29: Cesar Chavez Day (Campus Closed) 

KQED News 

Task Force Outlines Strategy to Address 

California's Shortfall of Health Workers 
(2/4/2019) 

California Healthline News 

Task Force Outlines Strategy To Address 
California’s Shortfall Of Health Workers 

(2/4/2019) 

Kaiser Health News 

Task Force Outlines Strategy To Address 
California’s Shortfall Of Health Workers 

(2/7/2019) 

Language, Literacy and Storytelling 

Charles Richard Drew - Blood Man 

(2/4/2019) 

LA Care 

L.A. Care's Chief Medical Officer 
Addresses Immigration, Healthcare and 

Social Justice (2/11/2019) 

Physician News Network 

New Report Calls for Large-scale 

Investments to Increase State’s 

Healthcare Workforce (2/12/2019) 

Medical Health News 

Black History: Bath brought sight to 

many (2/12/2019) 

Forbes 

Universities With Spring Application 

Deadlines: It's Not Too Late To Apply! 
(2/13/2019) 

The San Fernando Valley Sun 

A New Health Care Model is Helping 

Manage Chronic Disease (2/13/2019) 

Los Angeles Sentinel 
Congresswoman Barragán to Host 

Annual Black History Month Event 
Honoring Leaders Impacting the District 

(2/15/2019) 

94.7 The Wave 

MAKING WAVES: Honoring Wren Brown 
(2/19/2019) 

Los Angeles Sentinel 
2020 Democratic Presidential Candidate 
Julián Castro Headlined Charles R. Drew 

University’s Diversity Panel Discussion 

(2/20/2019) 

My Spirit DC 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH – “DEBI 

THOMAS” – THE FIRST BLACK TO WIN A 
MEDAL IN A WINTER OLYMPICS – WE 

HONOR YOU!!! (2/20/2018) 

Los Angeles Sentinel 
Celebrate Life Cancer Ministry & Drew 

Hosts Conference For Cancer Survivors 

(2/21/2019) 

Curbed LA 

Mapped: 19 places in LA where black 

architects left their mark (2/25/2018) 

All News Stories 

Valentine Enemuo, MD, Pediatric 

Gastroenterologist with Midwest 

Women’s – Children’s Specialty 
(2/26/2019)  

Office of Supervisor Mark Ridley -
Thomas 
Mental Health Conference Promotes 
Engaging and Empowering Communities 
(2/28/2019) 

Campus Life 

Faculty Highlights: College of  Science and Health 
Each month, CDU News will highlight various faculty accomplishments around campus. This month, we highlight the College of 
Science and Health:  

Associate Professor Bita Amani 
(Department of Urban Public Health) 
developed the course MPH 584: Global 
Health Studies: The Cuban Health Model 
in the MPH in Urban Health Disparities 
Program and the accompanying study 
abroad program for travel to Cuba to 
study health systems and public 
health.  This course and the study 
abroad experience are a pioneering 
effort in COSH. The first MPH cohort to 
travel to Cuba was March 31-April 15, 
2018, and this year’s cohort will be 
visiting Cuba during the first two weeks 
in March 2019.   

Assistant Professor Harold Abramowitz 
(Department of General Studies) was 
awarded a California Institute of The 
Arts (CalArts) Alumni Council Seed 
Grant for winter/spring 2019 projects. 
The grants provide seed funding for 
projects and happenings that promote 
alumni community connection, 
collaboration, inclusion, and impact on 
the arts, and are collaborative, 
experimental, reflect our community’s 
diversity, and involve participation of 
multiple alumni.   

 

Assistant Professor Cynthia Davis 
(Department of Urban Public Health) 
just received a grant from Kaiser 
Permanente called the Mindful Beauty 
Project.  The Mindful Beauty Project is a 
pilot demonstration project to train hair 
stylists in SPA 6 of Los Angeles County 
to recognize the signs and symptoms of 
depression so that they can make 
appropriate referrals of their clients for 
treatment, care and support. This is the 
first time that CDU will be targeting 
Black Beauty Shops as an intervention 
site for health education and health 
promotion.  

2020 Democratic Presidential Candidate Julian Castro 

Headlines Fourth Annual President’s Breakfast Discussion 
Julian Castro, 2020 Democratic presidential candidate and 
former U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
under President Barack Obama, delivered an inspiring 

keynote address at CDU’s fourth annual President’s 
Breakfast on Tuesday, February 19, at the Marina Del Ray 
Marriott.  Following his address, he joined a panel of leaders 
in academia, business and  healthcare for a dialogue. 

The panel discussion, entitled Diversity in Higher Education: 
Race Matters, was moderated by CDU President/CEO Dr. David 
M. Carlisle and included Wendy Garen, President and CEO of 
the Ralph M. Parsons Foundation, Wm. Jahmal Miller, MHA, 

DHL, Director of Corporate Reputation and Thought 
Leadership at Blue Shield of California, Francisco Rodriguez, 
PhD, Chancellor of the Los Angeles Community College, and 
Maria Salinas, President and CEO of the LA Area Chamber of 

Commerce.  

In his address, Secretary Castro noted the tremendous 
competition that the United States faces and the importance 
of providing access to education to all, beginning at the pre-

kinder ages. “The U.S. needs well-educated people now more 
than at any time in our history,” he said.  “If we want to 
compete in the 21

st
 century, there’s not a single person we 

can waste.”   

He also decried the income inequality that makes it difficult 
for many—especially those from communities of color—to 
get the education they want. “America is the land of 
opportunity, but it’s also an America in which it’s more and 

more difficult for people of color to get ahead,” he said. He 
advocated for making all forms of higher education more 
affordable and accessible including four-year universities, 
communities colleges and apprenticeship programs. 

Wendy Garen echoed these remarks, citing and commending 
CDU’s own efforts in increasing access to higher education, 
beginning at the pipeline level at primary and secondary 

schools. “[CDU] is doing something profound by lifting 
people out of poverty through meaningful health 
education,” she said.  

Maria Salinas’ perspective was more business-oriented, 

recognizing the overall importance of a workforce that is 
both competitive and diverse. “Diversity is value,” she stated. 
“It’s incredibly important to be able to cultivate a workforce 
that is able to take on the jobs of today and tomorrow.” 

Wm. Jahmal Miller touched on the growing trends of 
prejudice and discrimination in higher education, reiterating 
Sec. Castro’s point of early intervention and “healthy 
beginnings.” By the time discriminatory individuals get to 

college and begin displaying prejudice towards others, Miller 
argued, these attitudes have been instilled in them for so 
long that it may be too late for intervention. Instead, he 
advocated for “shifting the focus towards building strong 

children now, and not trying to ‘repair’ them later in life.”  

The discussion concluded with an interactive Q&A session, 
with panelists fielding questions on how to close the 
employment gap for younger populations, and how 

businesses and philanthropic organizations can more 
effectively collaborate with higher education institutions to 
ensure the development of a diverse workforce prepared to 
meet the needs of a changing national landscape.  

CDU News 
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