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Greetings Mighty Lions,  
  
Since the Board of Trustees adopted the Strategic Plan in Feb-
ruary 2016, the University community has been making great 
progress in implementing its key components. At the outset, 
the major objective as articulated in the plan is the dramatic 
increase in the undergraduate population.  We have set the 
foundation for that increase.  We are expanding our under-
graduate course offerings, we are looking to add more student 
focused facilities, including a Student Center and student 
housing.   We remain focused on the goals and objectives in 
the Strategic Plan as we navigate through the next several 
years.  I look forward to presenting an in-depth report on our 
progress in my next message to you.   
  
Even as we accomplish our long-term objectives, we take en-
joyable pauses to celebrate those who have journeyed with us 
to this point and will assist us into our ambitious future. Next 
month, the University will host the 5th Annual Legacy Leaders 
Spring Gala. The Legacy Leaders Spring Gala annually provides 
an opportunity for the University to pay tribute to legends and 
leaders who have and are paving the way for CDU to stand tall 
in its Mission to provide access to health services for those 

who need it most. They 
also provide health pro-
fessions educational 
opportunities for stu-
dents who are un-
derrepresented and 
who often feel isolated 
at other institutions. For 
these reasons, we are 
excited and proud to 
celebrate this year’s 
honorees. I hope to see you there! 
  
I would like to dedicate this edition of the newsletter to the 
memory of Roland H. Betts, Founder and Executive Producer 
of Jazz at Drew. Roland retired from CDU in 2009 after 32 
years of service. His life will be celebrated at a Memorial Ser-
vice on Saturday, April 8, 2017, 11:00am at CDU.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

President and CEO 

  

Welcome to Spring 
at CDU! 
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Philippines  
Mission  
Accomplished! Photos 

From left:  Roland Betts, Dr. Gus Gill 
and President David M. Carlisle 

 

Memorial Service  
April 8th 11 am 
CDU Campus Details 

President’s Message 

https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/MMDSON-Philippine-Islands-Mission-Maker-Trip-2017/i-NkLWvPv/A
http://www.drewu.edu/SpringGala
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Students 

National Match Day 2017 pairs medi-
cal students with hospitals where they 

will serve their residencies 
 

Early Friday morning, March 17, 
2017, like medical schools across the 
nation, Charles R. Drew University of 
Medicine and Science (CDU) College 
of Medicine (COM) students, their 

families, and friends nervously ate 
breakfast as they waited until the 
time counted down to 9 a.m.  Like 
their medical student peers across 
the country, they were waiting to 
see where they “matched” and to 
find out where they would complete 
their residency training. 
 

Match Day Success! 

Mission Accomplished: 
MMDSON in the Philippines 
Students and educators from the Mervyn M. Dymally 
School of Nursing (MMDSON) are back from the Philip-
pine Islands where their Mission was to provide health 
services for hundreds of islanders who could not other-
wise afford it.   
They took supplies to serve patients and small gifts for 
the children, while our students gained experience. 
More experiences will be shared in an upcoming recap.      
Photos 

 
The President and CEO Dr. David M. Car-
lisle welcomed everyone, and College of 
Medicine Dean Deborah Prothrow-Stith, 
Associate Dean Daphne Calmes and Ur-
ban Underserved College Chair, Dr. Ce-
sar Barba, took turns congratulating the 
medical students 

Read More |Photos 

CDU to Host  
5th Annual Legacy 
Leaders Spring 
Gala on April 13th 
 

Charles R. Drew University of 
Medicine and Science (CDU) 
will host its 5th Annual Legacy 
Leaders Spring Gala—Honoring 
Legends, Championing Our 
Mission— on Thursday, April 
13, 2017 at The Beverly Hilton 

Hotel, 9876 Wilshire Boulevard, Beverly Hills, California 90210. The 
reception starts at 6 p.m. and dinner begins at 7 p.m. 
 

The annual Gala pays tribute to individuals who have helped CDU 
fulfill its mission to train healthcare leaders to provide care with 
excellence and compassion. This year, the Gala will honor             
Dr. Charles R. Drew, the namesake of CDU, with his heirs in 
attendance to accept:  Bebe Drew Price, Charlene Drew Jarvis, PhD, 
Sylvia Drew Ivie, JD, and Charles Richard Drew, Jr. (Posthumously); 
the Honorable Mark Ridley-Thomas, Chairman, Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors, Second District who also serves as Chair of 
the CDU Board of Councilors; and a 37 year staff physician and 
faculty member Wilbert C. Jordan, MD, Founder and Director, Oasis 
Clinic and AIDS Program                  Read More | Get Tickets | Last Year 

More in the March CDU News Photo gallery 
April Calendar: Click here 

https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/MMDSON-Philippine-Islands-Mission-Maker-Trip-2017/i-NkLWvPv/AC:/Users/isidrapersonlynn/Documents/2014%20Community%20Faculty
https://www.cdrewu.edu/CDUNewsCenter/PressReleasesContent.asp?pageid=4238&closewin=1
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Match-Day-2017
https://www.cdrewu.edu/CDUNewsCenter/PressReleasesContent.asp?pageid=4240&closewin=1
https://donate.cdrewu.edu/event-tickets-SpringGala.asp
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Official-2016-Spring-Gala/
http://www.cdrewu.edu/SpringGala
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/March-CDU-News-2017/n-CPt2zp
https://www.cdrewu.edu/CDUCalendar/Montly_Web_Calendar.asp?date=4/29/2017
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Discover CDU: Standing Room Only! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Wilbert Jordan, Medical Director of the OASIS Clinic at 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Outpatient Center and Associate Pro-
fessor, Internal Medicine at Charles R. Drew University of 

Medicine and Science (CDU), recently announced that the 
OASIS Clinic has initiated biomedical services to prevent HIV. 
Pre-exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) is one of the newest tools 
available in the HIV prevention toolbox.  
 
PrEP is a way for people who don’t have HIV, but are at very 
high risk of contracting it, to prevent HIV infection by taking 
a pill every day. It is an FDA-approved medication that is 
highly effective in preventing HIV when taken properly. 
South Los Angeles has one of the highest HIV infection rates 
in the entire county. It now has low and no-cost PrEP availa-
ble as an additional strategy for fighting this epidemic. 
  
To support patients in accessing PrEP clinical services, 
Charles R. Drew University recently received a grant from 
Gilead Sciences, the maker of the PrEP drug, Truvada. The 
grant funds PrEP Navigation Services to assist patients. 

  Read more 

On Saturday, March 25th , Keck Auditorium at CDU could hardly 
contain the 150 hopefuls who felt a calling to go into a variety of 
health professions. One man, Allan Melicor was on a mission to 
help those with health disparities when he came upon 
www.cdrewu.edu. He instantly loved the mission and the work of 
Dr. Charles R. Drew. 
 

“The US has been good to us,” said the PA hopeful from the Phil-
ippines.  He asked: “Lord, the US has been good to us.  How can 
we bless this country?”  His answer: “By serving the underserved 
of this country.” 
 

Marie Kemp is a millennial in search of an MPH program that   will 
address the shameful state of health disparities. She found CDU 
faculty and staff to be welcoming and warm.               Event Photos 

University Forum: 
Good things for CDU 

Photo by Angela Minniefield (placeholder) 

 

HIV Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) Services Come to Charles R. Drew 
University & Martin Luther King, Jr. Outpatient Center Campuses 

If you missed the University Forum this month 
some of the topics covered were:  Introducing 
new employees, the new Enrollment Manage-
ment Team Karen Jackson and Vanessa Riggins, 
the XULA honoring of Dr. Cynthia Gonzalez, the 
visit of Dr. Eva McGhee and students to the same 
conference; Compliance with Gary Veron, and 
starting a CDU basketball team.  

https://www.cdrewu.edu/CDUNewsCenter/PressReleasesContent.asp?pageid=4241&closewin=1
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Discover-CDU-3-25-2017/i-5BhxpF4/A
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Discover-CDU-3-25-2017/i-ZQWWChf/A
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Discover-CDU-3-25-2017/i-ZQWWChf/A
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Discover-CDU-3-25-2017/i-5BhxpF4/A
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“SSAII, Cabrillo Marine Aquarium/Marine 
Mammal Care Center and White Point 

Tide Pool  Field Trip 
The Charles R. Drew University’s Physician Assistant Program 
was invited to participate with the Saturday Science Academy II 
(SSAII) for a field trip to the Cabrillo Aquarium. SSAII students, 
along with their parents, went on a private tour of the museum 
to learn about ecology, marine biology, and invertebrate zoolo-
gy.  
Afterwards, we went to the Marine Mammal Care Center, a 
hospital for sick and injured marine mammals that are stranded 
along the LA County coastline. Everyone learned about the cur-
rent trends with seal and sea lion illnesses, the process to treat 
the mammals, and the eventual release of healthy mammals 
back into the wild. After lunch at the Korean bell, the last stop 
was at the White Point Tide Pools, where students and parents 
climbed onto the giant rocks on the beach and observed the 

diverse colorful marine life. During the field trip, representa-
tives from the PA 
program shared 
their profession and 
education with 
young students, 
giving them another 
idea how they could 
build careers from 
their interests in 
science and medi-
cine.  
 
Thank you to SSAII 
and its program director Lorraine Grey for allowing us to spend 
time with your wonderful students and share our profession 
with them!   
 
Submitted By Professor Stephanie Purmort  

CDU in the News 
Schriever Air Force Base, I Am Schriever:     
Doctor in the Making 3-28-2017 
 

Los Angeles Sentinel: Match Day 2017 A 
Success at Charles R. Drew University of 
Medicine and Science in South L.A.  3-24-
2017 
 

Los Angeles Sentinel: Gipson: ‘Repeal of 
Affordable Care Act would devastate most 
vulnerable populations’ 
3/22/2017 
 

Men’s Fitness: Testosterone Replacement 
Therapy 
 

KKPC FM:  South LA Clinic a Microcosm of 
nation’s anxieties/ 2/22/2017 
 

Dr. Piwen Wang receives $156,230 in funding from  

National Cancer Institute (NCI) 
Dr. Piwen Wang, a researcher in the Division of Cancer Research and Training, was awarded a 
$156,230 R03 grant from the National Cancer Institute. The funding will be used to support and 
further his research on “Increased chemoprevention by a mixture of three phytochemicals in pros-
tate cancer.” The success of this project will provide a novel regimen to enhance the prevention of 
prostate cancer. Considering the non-toxic nature of all three chemicals, this combination is prom-
ising to deliver near-term benefit particularly to populations at high-risk for prostate cancer. 
Dr. Wang joined the division in 2012 and continued his studies in using natural compounds, partic-
ularly green tea, in the prevention and treatment of cancer. His current research focus on the 
effects of combinations of certain natural products to increase anti-carcinogenic activity. In addi-
tion, he studies combinations of natural compounds with chemotherapy or hormone therapy to 
test effects on therapeutic benefits, side effects, and chemo-resistance. 
 

For a list of Dr. Piwen Wang’s publications, please click here.   Dr. Wang is currently being supported by the CDU/UCLA Cancer 
Center Partnership to Eliminate Cancer Health Disparities and the AXIS Center grant (U54CA143931 & U54MD007598) 

 

Bidding a Fond 
Farewell to 
Roland H. Betts 
 

Over the span of his 32 years 
serving CDU, Roland Hayes 
Betts connected many to this 
University. He  is most known 
for bringing Jazz at Drew.   
 
Read more about 
his life, or join us 
on campus Satur-
day, April 8, 2017 
here at LSRNE at 
11 am for all the 
oral histories. 

Photos of Roland Betts 

http://www.schriever.af.mil/News/Features/Article/1132569/i-am-schriever-doctor-in-the-making
http://www.schriever.af.mil/News/Features/Article/1132569/i-am-schriever-doctor-in-the-making
https://lasentinel.net/match-day-2017-a-success-at-charles-r-drew-university-of-medicine-and-science-in-south-l-a.html
https://lasentinel.net/match-day-2017-a-success-at-charles-r-drew-university-of-medicine-and-science-in-south-l-a.html
https://lasentinel.net/match-day-2017-a-success-at-charles-r-drew-university-of-medicine-and-science-in-south-l-a.html
https://lasentinel.net/gipson-repeal-of-affordable-care-act-would-devastate-most-vulnerable-populations.html
https://lasentinel.net/gipson-repeal-of-affordable-care-act-would-devastate-most-vulnerable-populations.html
https://lasentinel.net/gipson-repeal-of-affordable-care-act-would-devastate-most-vulnerable-populations.html
http://www.mensfitness.com/life/entertainment/testosterone-replacement-therapy-good-or-bad-one-man-suffering-low-levels
http://www.mensfitness.com/life/entertainment/testosterone-replacement-therapy-good-or-bad-one-man-suffering-low-levels
http://www.scpr.org/news/2017/02/22/69227/south-la-clinic-a-microcosm-of-nation-s-anxieties/
http://www.scpr.org/news/2017/02/22/69227/south-la-clinic-a-microcosm-of-nation-s-anxieties/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Piwen+Wang
https://www.cdrewu.edu/CDUNewsletters/activenews_view.asp?articleID=771
https://www.cdrewu.edu/CDUNewsletters/activenews_view.asp?articleID=771
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Roland-Betts

