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Greetings,   
 
This time of year is among the busiest for us at CDU. We 
are concluding another highly successful academic year 
and preparing to graduate the next generation of student 
leaders to pursue further studies and careers in health and 
science professions. And commencement 2017 will take 
place on June 5.  For more details on the Commencement 
Ceremony visit the CDU website.  
 

CDU also finds itself in the midst of a major shift in its tra-
jectory. The shift in many areas can be characterized by 
one word – “growth.”  We are growing our student popula-
tion as we evolve into a mid-sized university of at least 

2000 students. As you are aware, we are also growing our 
academic offerings in the College of Science and Health 
and School of Nursing. We will grow the number of faculty 
members and staff to accommodate and well serve the 
increasing number of students. We will, for the first time, 
begin to house students on campus.  More broadly, we will 
expand the size of CDU’s physical plant. There will be signs 
everywhere of our growth. The work of construction and  
building will be both seen and heard. 
 

In all of this growth, we will remain true to our mission and 
resolute in fulfilling our reason for being – “to cultivate 
diverse health professional leaders who are dedicated to 
social justice and health equity for underserved popula-
tions through outstanding education, research, clinical ser-
vice, and community engagement.”  
 

It is my great privilege and pleasure to congratulate the 

Class of 2017. Our prayers and well wishes go with you. 

 
 

David M. Carlisle, MD, PhD 
President and CEO 

President’s Message President David 
Carlisle and Provost  
Steve Michael greet  
Founder and Director 
of The Prevention  
Institute, Larry Cohen 
(Center), who spoke at 
CDU on May 12. 

PA Program inaugural class 
dedicates Rose Garden to CDU 

This Month:                                                                                                                             
Dr. Lejeune Lockett’s Class 
weighs in on Tijuana  
Mission Trip   

  
Rad Tech Program Passes 
with Flying Colors  
 
Drs. Susan Love and Jay 
Vadgama Speak  
 
Saturday Science Academy II 
Mini Boot Camp   
 
CDU Psychiatry Residency 
Program in San Diego 

https://www.cdrewu.edu/assets/admissions/file/2017%20Commencement%20Student%20Manual.pdf
https://www.cdrewu.edu/assets/admissions/file/2017%20Commencement%20Student%20Manual.pdf
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Students 

 On May 5, 2017, the Physician Assis-
tant Program held a dedication of the 
University’s Rose Garden for the    
reopening of the PA program, located 
in front of their study center.  A 
plaque  was unveiled quoting the 
iconic Tupac Shakur’s poem, The Rose 
That Grew From Concrete.   

PA Program Dedicates Rose Garden  

Healing Hearts Across Borders 
 

During the Spring 2017 semester, 17 students in the 
Masters in Biomedical Sciences took three  mission 
trips to Tijuana, Mexico, as an optional activity in Dr. 
Lejeune Lockett’s “Topics in Urban & Global Medi-
cine” course.  
 
Valuing the importance of experiential learning,     
Dr. Lockett arranged this opportunity through Heal-
ing Hearts across Borders (HHAB), a medical support 
program developed by HHAB Director Dr. Dave Rose, 
a retired faculty member from UC San Diego Medical School. Each month, Dr. Rose organizes clinic trips across the border 
to provide medical services, clothing, food and resources to the under-resourced population. CDU students joined a team of 
volunteer medical personnel, students from other universities–both in the US and Mexico–humanitarians and translators to 
visit a homeless men’s shelter called “La Roca.”  The CDU students wrote about their experiences and we include some of 
their pictures. Photos   

Sorority Founder of Eta Rho Psi 
Heads to USC  
CDU student Eva 

Severado has been 

accepted into the USC 

School of Pharmacy 

Research and Graduate 

MS/PhD Program in 

Pharmaceutical and 

Translational Science. 

A student leader, Eva 

made her presence 

known on campus by 

establishing  Eta Rho Psi,  a sorority committed to 

volunteering once a month for various organizations 

that serve underrepresented communities.  The 

sorority also hosted  social events and as the sisters 

bonded, it lightened their academic load a bit.   

 

 

The graduates of the 2017 COSH MPH Program showcased their 
work through Poster Presentations on Monday, May 1, in the 
Keck Lobby. 
 

Dr. Sondos Islam, director of the MPH program, along with fac-
ulty and mentors, visited each station and talked with students 
about their research. Photos 

MPH Students’ Poster Exhibit 

Next Up:   
Commencement 

2017 
 

StubHub Center  

Time: 6 PM to 8 PM  
18400 Avalon Blvd  
Carson 

Natalie Wade, Sylvia Drew Ivie and 
Kat Moini, PA Director 

Dr. Sondos Islam 

Mission trip to Mexico- Spring Semester 2017 

https://allpoetry.com/The-Rose-That-Grew-From-Concrete
https://allpoetry.com/The-Rose-That-Grew-From-Concrete
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Mission-Day-Trips-to-Tijuana/n-srNhBD
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/2017-May-CDU-News
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/2017-May-CDU-News/i-Lw2mqgK/A
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/2016-CDU-32nd-Commencement/i-mPkcJTs/A
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CDU CALENDAR: 

 

 
All public photo  

galleries can be viewed at 
cdrewu.smugmug.com 

 
 

 
 

CDU News is published  
monthly by the Office of  

Strategic Advancement (OSA) 
 

For more information, email  
advancement@cdrewu.edu  

or call 
(323) 357-3669   

 
To submit a story email  

johnmerryman@cdrewu.edu 

CDU Psychiatry Residency Program  
Celebrates Accreditation  

 
CDU Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Medicine Chair Dr. Curley 
Bonds announced May 1 that the new 
CDU Program has received a glowing 
accreditation. The department celebrated 
the commendation at the American 
Psychiatric Association Meeting in San 
Diego. 
 
 
“I can’t say enough ‘thank yous’ to 
everyone who came out last night to 
celebrate the accreditation of the new 

Charles R. Drew University Psychiatry Residency Program," said Dr. Bonds. “It was 
great to reconnect with our alums and to honor the legacy of Dr. George Mallory, who 
served as our Department Chair and was an extraordinary leader for many years." 
 
Dr. Bonds also cited Dean Deborah Prothrow-Stith, MD, for 
her "visionary leadership," and Jackie Palma Beaupre, 
Omar Merino and Sandra Gonzalez, for their work on the 
celebration preparation. 
 
He added, "Our program is destined to be a world-class 
training laboratory in South Los Angeles." Photos 

Two From the Maintenance 
Department Receive Top 
Honors at Annual Service 
Awards 
 

Roosevelt Miller was selected Employee of the 
Year, while his longtime departmental 
colleague, Mike Jones, was lauded for 30 years 
of service at CDU’s Annual Service Awards and 
Employee of the Year ceremony on May 11. 

Roosevelt received a plaque and a check for $500 from Director, Risk Management 
Armando Estrada. 

The event recognized CDU staff in five-year increments of service. 

This year marked the first time Staff Management Council held a poll to determine 
Employee of the Year. Photos 

Employee of the Year 2016 Armando 
Estrada  presents Roosevelt Miller, 
EOTY 2017, with check for $500 

May 29: Memorial Day     
(Campus Closed)  

May 31: Faculty Senate Awards 

June 1:   CDU Senior Banquet  

June 4:   Oath Honors Information 

June 5:   Commencement Cere-
mony, StubHub Center 

June 15: CPR Training  

June 19: Upcoming Compliance   
Trainings 

July 30-Aug. 1: National Medial   
Association (NMA)                
Philadelphia, PA  

October 6-8: Homecoming 

October 7: Jazz at Drew 

Mike Jones, Maintenance Supervisor, 
lauded for 30 years of service. With 
Carl McLaney and Elias Munoz 

Click for  

May Photo Gallery 

https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CDUPsychiatry/
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/2017-CDU-Employee-of-the-Year/i-7JPjSGV/A
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/2017-CDU-Employee-of-the-Year
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/April-CDU-News-2017/n-wjNHkp/i-ggrb3qn/A
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Farewell to Edna Yohannes  
Director of  Development and University Affairs 
 

After a long career at Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science, Director of Devel-
opment and University Affairs, Edna Yohannes has accepted a new position at the University 
of California, Riverside, School of Medicine, as the Senior Director of Development.  
 

Originally from Asmara, Eritrea, Edna came to CDU twelve years ago and rose quickly 
through the ranks. She served as a Chief of Staff to four Presidents and was a Liaison to the Board of Trustees, Board of 
Councilors and President’s Community Advisory Council. Additionally she served on Strategic Plan Committees, WASC Ac-
creditation Committees, Budget and Planning Committees and Student Journal Committees, to name just a few.  
 

For the past three years in her role as the Director of Development and University Affairs, under the leadership of Vice 
President of Advancement, Strategic Development and External Affairs, Angela L. Minniefield, she excelled in fundraising,  
and made significant strides in alumni engagement and infrastructure development with the CDU Alumni Association and 
CDU Alumni Council. “My CDU experience has been invaluable,” says Edna.  “I was placed in a unique position to meet and 
work with some of the most brilliant minds who have the passion and heart of service to improve the health of communi-
ties locally and around the world. I am proud to have been part of Dr. Charles R. Drew’s noble legacy. I want to thank mem-
bers of CDU’s immediate and extended family for your commitment to the mission, camaraderie, friendship, advice, coun-
sel, and casual conversations. Greater things are ahead.” 

The Office of Sponsored Programs  

 

During the month of May, the Office of Sponsored Pro-
grams (OSP) hosted or conducted a variety of Grants 
Management Trainings and Webinars designed for Prin-
cipal Investigators, Project Directors, Project Coordina-
tors, Research Administrators and other support staff, as 
well as Administrative Offices (OSP and Finance) who are 
involved in the management of sponsored research and/
or have active awards at CDU.  
 
Under the direction of Perrilla Johnson-Woodard, Director, Office of Sponsored Programs, the gatherings covered pre-
award fundamentals including proposal preparation, readiness and submission, indirect costs and cost allocation plans, 
resolving audit findings in the era of Uniform Guidance and much more.   

RadTech Passes with Flying Colors 
The CDU Radiologic Technology Program has been recertified for 
eight years by the field’s accrediting body, the Joint Review Com-
mittee on Education in Radiologic Technology.   
 
Director Eugene Hasson, an alumnus of CDU, offered congratula-
tions to those whose hard work made it happen:  “We would like 
to thank our Radiologic Technology Team, Dean Hector Balcazar, 
COSH, Dr. William Shay, Assistant Provost and Accreditation Liai-
son Officer and of course, the Joint Review Committee on Educa-
tion in Radiologic Technology (JRCERT). This is a huge accom-
plishment for the program. It states that we at CDU are in com-
pliance with the standards set forth by the JRCERT.” 

 
The JRCERT commendation read: “The Directors and staff congratulate you and the program faculty for maintaining the 
maximum award of accreditation from the JRCERT and wish you continuing success in your efforts to provide a quality 
educational program.” 
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The Haynes Lecture Series:  Dr. Susan Love and Dr. Jay Vadgama Deliver 
Lecture on Breast Cancer 
 

Dr. Susan Love, world-renowned breast cancer researcher, and Dr. Jay Vadgama, 
VP and      Director of Research for CDU, addressed the topic of breast cancer at 
the M. Alfred Haynes Lecture Series on May 10, 2017.   
 

Both remarked that most ethnic groups of women have caught up to average rates 
of screenings, but agreed that the highest rates of those who die from breast can-
cer are still African American.  Dr. Vadgama noted that the numbers for Black 
women are 10% higher than all other ethnic groups.  
 

Dr. Vadgama continued his lecture on May 15 at the Cancer Journal Club meeting. 
Photos 
 
Dr. Love explains more about strides fighting breast cancer at her foundation’s 
website:  https://www.drsusanloveresearch.org/dr-susan-love  

Larry Cohen Speaks at the  
CDU Campus on Violence Prevention  
 
Larry Cohen, Executive Director of the Prevention Institute, gave a talk 
entitled “Prevention Works – Prevention and Equity Strategies to Pro-
mote Health" at a Continuing Medical Education (CME) event in the 
Cobb Lounge on May 12. His remarks advanced the notion that it is 
much more expensive to treat the post-traumatic stress of violence than 
to prevent it in the first place.  Each attendee received a free copy of his 
book "Prevention Diaries, The Practice and Pursuit of Health for All."  

 
Mr. Cohen has been working with College of Medicine Dean Dr. Deborah Prothrow-Stith for the past three years and 
worked with CDU President Dr. David M. Carlisle when Dr. Carlisle was leading OSHPD. For more information on Cohen's 
work, visit  www.preventioninstitue.org.  Photos 

 

Dr. Ernie Smith honored at the 4th Annual  

Legacy Breakfast for the Lillian Mobley Center 
 

Ernie Smith, PhD, a CDU faculty member, was honored at the 4th Annual Legacy Breakfast 
for the Lillian Mobley Multipurpose Center at the Phoenix Hall on April 29, 2017, for his 
contributions to the community of South Los Angeles and to the Center. 

 
Dr. Smith, a linguist, is an expert on African American Vernacular English (AAVE), also 
known as Ebonics.   
 
The Lillian Mobley Multipurpose Center is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to 
build bridges for a better tomorrow by advocating and providing resources for the com-
munity of South Los Angeles. It was founded by Lillian Mobley, a community activist in 
South Los Angeles who was instrumental in the development of CDU. The event was or-
ganized by Chioma Agbahiwe, Executive Director of the Lillian Mobley Center. 

https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Larry-Cohen-Founder-and-Director-of-the-Prevention-Institute/n-NRC9DW
https://www.drsusanloveresearch.org/dr-susan-love
http://www.preventioninstitue.org
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Larry-Cohen-Founder-and-Director-of-the-Prevention-Institute/n-NRC9DW
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Saturday Science Academy II Mini-Medics Emergency Boot Camp 
 

The elementary school-aged students of the Saturday Science Academy II were given a 
mission:  save the people in distress who were laid out on ocean blue tarps on the Keck 
Hall Lawn.   On command, the groups of students ran to their stations and began per-
forming CPR—just as they had been taught.   
 
This life-saving exercise was part of the SSAII’s “Mini Medic Boot Camp Day,” held Satur-
day, May 6, 2017, at CDU.  It was organized by Kimberly Anyadike, a former SSAII stu-
dent who came back to teach while she attended UCLA.  Currently working as an Emer-
gency Medical Tech (EMT),  Kimberly, who has taken the MCAT and hopes to attend 
medical school,  wanted to expose the students to careers such as EMTs, paramedics 

and firefighters, which can be stepping stones to becoming a physician, or other healthcare professional.   See what the 
little ones thought of their experience in the photo gallery.  Photos 

Happy Asian Pacific  
American Heritage Month!  

Photos 

CDU in the News:   
 

Los Angeles Sentinel:  
 
HIV Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis Services Now Available in South Los Angeles  5/18/17 
 
Founder of Jazz at Drew Roland Hayes Betts Passes 5/5/2017 
 
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science Honors Five Legacy Leaders at the 5th Annual Spring Gala 5/2/2017 
 
LA DIGEST, Wave Newspapers:  
 
Drew University honors ‘health care champions’ 5/11/2017 
 
UCLA Newsroom:   
 
Large-scale screenings for diabetic retinopathy boost exam rates, reduce wait times  4/19/2017 

CDU Celebrates  
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 

https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Saturday-Science-Academy-II-May-6-2017-Mini-Boot-Camp/n-G6Rsjx
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Asian-Pacific-American-Heritage
https://lasentinel.net/hiv-pre-exposure-prophylaxis-services-now-available-in-south-los-angeles.html
https://lasentinel.net/founder-of-jazz-at-drew-roland-hayes-betts-passes.html
https://lasentinel.net/charles-r-drew-university-of-medicine-and-science-honors-five-legacy-leaders-at-the-5th-annual-spring-gala.html
http://wavenewspapers.com/l-digest-drew-university-honors-health-care-champions/
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/releases/large-scale-diabetic-retinopathy-screenings-boost-exam-rates-reduce-wait-times
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CDU hosted a professional development meeting of Middle 
School and High School Counselors from the Los Angeles Unified 
School District-South District on May 9.  The morning breakfast 
began with a greeting from Provost Steve O. Michael and others, 
followed by a tour of CDU.  The tour included a demonstration of 
the Anatomage Table, a high-tech device that helps teach the 
anatomy of the human body, and a trip to the Simulation Lab, 
where digital mannequins are used to teach students a variety of 
emergency response situations.    

Photos 
Submitted by Laurell Black  

LAUSD-South Counselors Visit CDU For Professional Development Session 

Professor Ingrid Roberts  demonstrates the new  
Anatomage Table to LAUSD college counselors.  Photos 

CDU EVP and Provost Steve O. Michael is surrounded by enthusiastic  Compton 
Unified School District students. Some were instantly admitted to CDU. 

Instant Admissions for Compton Unified Students  
Karen Jackson, Enrollment Management Specialist, and Vanessa Riggins, Assistant Director of Admissions, hit the ground 
running in CDU Admissions and have been boosting admissions numbers.  On April 27, the two guided the visit of Compton 
Unified School District (CUSD) Seniors through the CDU campus.  Said Ms. Riggins, “I just wanted to make sure I expressed 
my appreciation to you all for helping to make the CUSD visit successful. We had a total of 50 high school students and 22 
seniors from Centennial High and 28 juniors from Dominguez High. These students really enjoyed themselves and learned 
so much about CDU from a variety of passionate and captivating presentations.” 

 
Ms. Jackson was equally thankful when she reported these numbers. “We received 16 ‘Instant Admits’ for the Biomedical 
program and Urban Community Health Sciences (Seniors). There were 9 for Bio Med and 7 for Urban Community pro-
grams.  We also had 34 ‘Early Admits’ (Juniors),” she said. 
 
 “Students expressed what a rewarding experience this was.  When our seniors got accepted during the Instant Admit pro-
cess they cheered for each other.”   

https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/2017-May-CDU-News/i-gmX6J2q/A
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/2017-May-CDU-News/i-jvVPFWm/A
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COM College Foundation Week 

Asian Pacific Islander  
Heritage Month 

Tijuana Mission Trip Faculty Coffee Hour 

San Diego Psychiatry Meeting 

COM College Foundation Week COM College Foundation Week 

COM College Foundation Week 

Asian Pacific Islander  
Heritage Month 

http://www.cdrewu.smugmug.com/

