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CDU in the News 

 May 2019 June 1: Discover CDU 

June 3: Commencement 
Becker’s Spine Review 
Dr. William Ross joins South Central Kentucky 
Orthopedics — 3 insights (5/3/2019) 

The Herald-News 
University of St. Francis names new dean of Leach 
College of Nursing (5/9/2019) 

TIME 
I Won’t Let Racism Rob My Black Child of Joy 
(5/10/2019) 

San Marino Tribune 
Rose Queen Is Also A National Merit Scholar 
(5/10/2019) 

Campus Life 

All materials and guidelines for any internal or external CDU communications are available on the CDU intranet 
website, which can be accessed by clicking here or typing cdunet/StyleGuides/ into your web browser's address bar. 
Please note that this resource is only accessible while you are on the CDU campus.  

You will find all CDU's branding, visual identity and style guidelines on the intranet, as well as official logos and 
premade templates for flyers, broadcast emails and advertisements. The Visual Identity Guide contains the 
guidelines and specifications for using the CDU logo, type fonts and official school colors, while the Style Guide 
provides guidelines and specifications that will help us have more uniformity and agreement when writing about the 
University. If there are any questions about the CDU intranet, the guides or their application, contact the Office of 
Strategic Advancement at (323) 357-3669. 

Reminder: CDU Templates Available on Intranet 

Mark Your Calendars: New Date For 

SOTU 2019, Jazz at Drew Lineup 

Announced 
Save the dates! CDU President/CEO Dr. David Carlisle will issue the eighth annual 
State of the University on Wednesday, August 28, 2019, on the Keck Lawn. 

CDU is also proud to announce the 21st Jazz at Drew concert series, set to take 
place on October 5, 2019. This year’s lineup will feature performances from Will 
Downing, The Ohio Players, Louie Cruz Beltran, Next, The Lao Tizer Band 
featuring Eric Marienthal and Karen Briggs and more! Be sure to visit http:// 
www.cdrewu.edu/jazzatdrew to get the latest event updates and artist lineup 
information! Tickets will be available soon! 

Looking for Photos?  

Catch Us On 

Click the logo or visit-
cdrewu.smugmug.com- 

Dr. Carlisle and CDU Students Travel to State Capitol, 

Advocate for Increased Support  
Seven students and alumni made the excursion to the California State Capitol in Sacramento alongside CDU 
President/CEO Dr. David Carlisle and Vice President of Strategic Advancement and Development Angela Minniefield 
on May 9 to appeal for an increase of up to $15 million in the annual appropriation of general funds to CDU through 
Senate Bill 1026, or “the Dymally Bill.” The students were Sana Abbasi (COSH), Dr. Jazmyn Childress (SON), Rasheed 
Ivey (COM), Maria Kemp (COSH), Abdu Mahmoud (COSH), Adrienne Martinez (SON) and Perla Salvidar (COSH).  

When SB 1026 was ratified by Governor Ronald Regan in 1973, $1.2 million was allocated to the Charles R. Drew 

Postgraduate Medical School (now CDU) from the General Fund to the University of California to develop a program 
of clinical health sciences education, research and public service initiatives alongside UCLA. While support from the 
General Fund to CDU has been ongoing since then, the amount has not kept pace with inflation. 

In the nearly five decades since the bill was signed, the University’s enrollment and profile has shot up significantly, 

from approximately 90 students enrolled in 1974 to over 750 students in 2019. Dr. Carlisle noted this fact during the 
hearing and added that the increase in funding would be “commensurate with the University’s growth and its 
longstanding ability to increase the diversity of California’s health professionals.” 

An increase in capital is pertinent to CDU’s continued success as it continues to accomplish the goals set by the 

growth phase of the University’s five-year strategic plan. Should CDU be granted additional funding when the state‘s 
budget is finalized later this summer, the University would begin using the resources to develop new student 
housing, increase campus development through real estate acquisitions and plan a four year medical education 
program.  

CDU News 
May 2019 

CDU students and Dr. Carlisle with Senator Holly 

Mitchell (center) 

CDU students and Dr. Carlisle with Senator Steven 

Bradford (center) 

CDU students and Dr. Carlisle with Senator Richard 

Pan, MD (center) 
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President’s 

Message 

 

Greetings!  
Graduation season is officially upon us, and it is a time for reflection, gratitude and celebration. It symbolizes both 

the close of a significant chapter in one's life and the beginning of the next. If you ask many students who most 
influenced their success throughout their academic careers, the overwhelming response would likely be their 
families, and rightly so. 

We must never take the importance of family, whether biological or adopted, for granted. A strong family 

foundation is what encourages resilience and determination within us, and it's what gets us through the fiercest 
challenges that we often believe we won't be able to conquer. And when we emerge on the other side victorious and 
wiser from our experiences, we reflect and thank those who had our backs through the most turbulent times, 
knowing that we are better individuals for our perseverance.  

Congratulations to America's Class of 2019. You have accomplished a major milestone in your lives, and now is the 
time to celebrate your achievements with those who have been along for the journey.  Cherish this time now, and get 
ready for the next exciting chapter in your lives. 

As our own upcoming class of graduates begin their reflections, however, never forget that you will always part of 

another family, the “CDU Family.”  We are always interested in hearing the stories of our graduates as they head out 
into the next chapter of their careers.  So please stay involved with CDU as an alum. 

On that note, I hope our alum, faculty, staff and partners will join us at CDU's 35th Commencement Ceremony on 
Monday, June 3 at the Dignity Health Sports Park (formerly the StubHub Center) in Carson, California. Click here, or 

visit the CDU website for more information. 

*** 

On a closing note, I'd like to offer my sincere congratulations to incoming president Lewis Williams and vice 
president Cielo Sanchez, who were successful in their bids during elections for the 2019-2020 cabinet of the Charles 
Drew University Student Government (CDUSG). I’d also like to thank Sana Abbasi and Abdu Mahmoud for their 
excellent service as president and vice president, respectively, for the 2018-2019 
school year. 

 

 

David M. Carlisle, MD, PhD 
President & CEO 



Legacy of  

CDU 

Special Thanks to  
University Archivist Robin Schiff 

 

Each month, the editor of CDU News collaborates with the University's 
archivist to present interesting facts and details about CDU's history to 
readers. For the month of May, we learn more about Robin Schiff, University 
Archivist, and her approach to uncovering and preserving historical gems that 
tell the story of Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science.  

Schiff (pictured left) has had a variety of 
experiences as an archivist, having worked 
in pharmaceutical, academic and hospital 
settings before joining the CDU family in 
2017. When she first came to the University, 
she “had to get to know a lot of people, 
dead and alive, very quickly.” As she 
strategized on how to most quickly and 
effectively present the University’s history 

to anyone that needed to study it, she made a point of archiving minutes 
from old Board of Directors meetings, as those documents serve as official 
records of the board’s actions and decisions regarding the University. “We 
have a hidden history and what I’m trying to do is expose that history – not 
just for staff, but for future researchers,” she explained. 

CDU’s archives contain not only a great deal of local history, but ultimately 
showcases the history of African American health professionals in the 
United States during the 20th century. Some of her most intriguing finds 
include a guest book signed by Coretta Scott King following a site visit to 
CDU and the grounds of what was to 
become the former Martin Luther 
King, Jr. General Hospital in 1969, as 
well as a preserved medical bag  
(pictured right) that belonged to the 
University’s namesake, Dr. Charles 
Drew. The latter was donated to the 
University by his widow, Mrs. Minnie 
Lenore Drew, following a site visit in the 1970s. 

She also works closely with Sylvia Drew Ivie, Special Assistant to the 
President, to collect the oral histories of early CDU faculty that are still 
alive. “It’s important that their stories come out,” Schiff stated. “Not just 
to inspire others, but to acknowledge that African Americans were going 
to medical school and becoming physicians in an era of adversity and 
social barriers, yet were able to fulfill their goals to become professionals 
and give back to the community.” 

She noted that while her work 
has been particularly been 
useful for administration and 
management, she strives to 
make the CDU archives more 
accessible and relevant to the 
larger CDU community. “I’m 
looking at these archives from 
a mission-driven standpoint 
of serving students,” she said, 
explaining that undergraduate 
students often come across 
assignments which require 

primary sources. “My ideal would be for professors to send students my 
way in order to aid them with their assignments.”  

Robin’s office is located in the President’s Office on the second floor of the 
W.M. Cobb Medical Education Building, and she encourages the larger 
CDU community to interact with her. “I’m here to help, even if I have to do 
a little bit of digging,” she concluded. 

Meet the Archivist: 

 Robin Schiff, MLIS 

“Legacy of CDU” offers readers an intimate 
look into the rich history of Charles R. Drew   

University of Medicine and Science. 

Schiff labels her work to make it easily accessible to 

those who need to research it. 

 

 

 

 Campus Life 

In honor of Nurses’ Week, Dr. Diane Breckenridge, dean 
of the Mervyn M. Dymally School of Nursing (MMDSON), 
updated the CDU community on the future plans for the 

school, which is quickly approaching its ten year 
anniversary. Dr. Breckenridge’s presentation took place 
on May 8 in the Keck Auditorium. 

Dr. Carlisle gave opening remarks, highlighting the 

overall importance of nurses in healthcare due to a 
critical shortage across the nation. He then went on to 
characterize the MMDSON as “one of the most important 
nursing programs in California,” as it was the first 

comprehensive nursing program to launch in the state 
in over 25 years at the time of its opening in 2010. “In 
less than 10 years, I believe we’ve established a historic 
legacy for our School of Nursing,” said Dr. Carlisle.  

Dr. Breckenridge gave a brief overview of the school’s history, noting that the School of Nursing opened at the start 
of the decade with 40 students enrolled, a number that has increased nearly ten-fold in the past nine years, with 
enrollment reaching 354 as of spring 2019. Dr. Breckenridge is taking direct aim at the growth initiative outlined in 
the CDU Strategic Plan by increasing MMDSON enrollment to 500 by 2020 and over 1,000 by 2024. 
 
In her second year as dean, Dr. Breckenridge discussed the steps 
necessary for the school to progress, such as ensuring 

collaboration across CDU to ensure the establishment of quality 
programs as enrollment increases. This type of collaboration, 
Dr. Breckenridge explained, allows CDU “to make evidence-
based decisions” when deciding programming. In the coming 

years, the School of Nursing has plans to begin programs for 
those who would like to become Adult-Gerontology Acute Care 
Nurse Practitioners, as well as nurses who would like to pursue 
their doctorate degrees. 

She named a few of the School of Nursing’s recent accomplishments, such as receiving maximum accreditation 
from the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE) and becoming the first CDU program to be listed in 
the prestigious U.S. News & World Report’s “Best Nursing Schools: Master’s” list, ranking at #189 out of 500. Dr. 
Breckenridge also highlighted a recent grant from Kaiser Permanente that will further allow MMDSON to develop its 

faculty in scholarship and research as it prepares to launch a doctorate program.  

Dr. Breckenridge concluded by reiterating her “personal commitment to [CDU and MMDSON] and their mission of 
serving the underserved and under-resourced,” before directing attendees to the LSRNE Lobby to view poster 
presentations and research conducted by MMDSON students.  

Dean Breckenridge Gives School of  Nursing Updates, 

Commemorates Nurses’ Week 

Nursing students were on-hand to give poster presentations immediately 

following Dr. Breckenridge’s presentation in the LSRNE Lobby. 

Dr. Breckenridge gives updates on the state of the Mervyn M. Dymally School  

of Nursing on May 8. 



 

 

 

 

Campus Life 

MPH Students and 

Alumni “Report Back” 

on Second Cuba Trip  

Students and alumni of the College of Science and 
Health’s Master of Public Health (MPH) program were 
able to share their experiences and key takeaways from 

their recent trip to Cuba, as a part of the Cuba Health 
Exchange Conference on May 1. The conference took 
place in the Cobb Lounge and featured a social hour and 
informal conversation on the history of public health 

exchanges with Cuba, followed by a more 
comprehensive overview of the trip.  

The group, which included MPH students and alumni 
such as Drs. Shanika Boyce, Sharon Cobb and Cheryl 

Wisseh, were under the leadership of Dr. Bita Amani and 
adjunct assistant professor Kathryn Hall-Trujillo, MPH, 
for the duration of the trip. The cohort was in the 

country from March 1-17, 2019, and studied under the 
professors at ENSAP (Escuela Nacional de Salud Pública), 
as part of the course MPH 584: Global Health Studies: 

The Cuban Health Model.   

MPH graduates took the podium to share what they 
learned at the Escuela Nacional de Salud Publica 
(ENSAP) during their two-week stay, which included an 
80-hour intensive course on the Cuban Health System. 
During the trip, students participated in site visits to 
clinics, public health homes for aging, and community 
organizations such as the Cuban National Center for Sex 
Education (CENESEX). The trip also included interaction 
with groups of diverse health professionals in the health 
professions who specialized in fields such as nursing, 
pediatrics, pathology, social work and more.  

In collaboration with all three schools and colleges on campus, the Urban Health Institute (UHI) hosted its inaugural 
Student Research Day on Friday, May 17, in the LSRNE Lobby. Students from the neighboring King-Drew Medical 
Magnet High School also participated in the event, receiving mentorship from CDU faculty while conducting their 
research over the course of the academic year. 

“What makes our colloquium unique from others on our campus is that our platform highlights all student 
research,” said UHI director Keosha Partlow, PhD, MPH. She went on to further explain that some programs on 
campus don’t offer research colloquia as part of their curriculum. “So if students are in a program with no 
colloquium, they have no way of showcasing their research,” she explained. 

In addition to providing students a platform, UHI’s Student Research Day also allows the larger population the 
opportunity to see what kind of research is being conducted in the community and provide feedback to the student 
researchers. The researchers can then use the feedback to refine their work moving forward. 

Winning posters were selected for both the high school and college categories. Ceaser Vest-Bravo won the high 
school category, while the college category saw a tie between two posters; the first was crafted by the team of 
Brando Arriaga (COM), Kimberly Dorrah, MPHc (COSH) and Denise Jimenez-Tapia (COM) while the second winning 
poster was developed by Krystal Frazier, MDc (COM). 

UHI Hosts First Annual Student Research Day 

 

 

 

 

Campus Life 

Congratulations to Dr. Jay Vagdama, who won the Outstanding Professor award during the sixth annual Faculty 
Awards & New Academic Affairs Staff Reception on May 29. Drs. Magda Shaheen and Thomas Magee were also 
honored for their service during the event, detailed below. The Faculty Awards and New Academic Affairs Staff 

Reception is hosted by CDU’s Academic Senate and recognizes excellence in research, teaching and community 
service.   

The Outstanding Professor  award is given to those who exemplify excellence in teaching, research, and/or 
community service.  The Outstanding Service award was awarded to Dr. Shaheen for her dedicated service to the 
University that furthers the CDU mission. Lastly, the Outstanding Teaching award was awarded to Dr. Magee in 
honor of his outstanding teaching contributions to the University that further the institution’s mission.   

Congratulations are Due: Academic Senate Honors 

Faculty and Staff  During Annual Awards Reception 

Each month, CDU News will highlight various faculty accomplishments around campus. This month, we highlight 
the College of Science and Health:  

On April 27, Dean Hector Balcazar (left) gave a presentation at the first annual Latino Community 

Conference on Cancer Prevention, Education, and Care, hosted by the CDU/UCLA Cancer Center 
Partnership to Eliminate Cancer Health Disparities in Bellflower. Dr. Balcazar joined a group of 
medical experts who provided information on the importance of cancer prevention in the Latino 
community, as well as resources for cancer awareness, prevention and treatment.  
 

Assistant Professor Cynthia Davis (left) received a $30,000 donation from the Magic Johnson 

Foundation for the Cynthia Davis Lifelong Learning Institute for Community Transformation (CD 
LLICT) in the College of Science and Health. The CD LLICT supports projects for community 
transformation, as well as student and faculty engagement in community projects, student service 
learning opportunities, community health education programs, enhanced access to health 

services and infrastructure within the College of Science and Health to support CD LLICT 
programs. 

 

Dr. Noé Chavez (left) was selected to participate in the Center for Health Equity Research (CHER) 
Summer Institute at California State University, Long Beach, from June 3-8, 2019. The CHER 
Summer Institute provides intensive training, mentoring and networking to support the 
development of a competitive NIH grant proposal. Dr. Chávez’s proposal will focus on youth 
participatory action research and community well-being and resilience. 

Faculty Highlights: College of  Science and Health 

Dr. Jay Vagdama Dr. Magda Shaheen Dr. Thomas Magee 
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community service.  The Outstanding Service award was awarded to Dr. Shaheen for her dedicated service to the 
University that furthers the CDU mission. Lastly, the Outstanding Teaching award was awarded to Dr. Magee in 
honor of his outstanding teaching contributions to the University that further the institution’s mission.   
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the College of Science and Health:  

On April 27, Dean Hector Balcazar (left) gave a presentation at the first annual Latino Community 

Conference on Cancer Prevention, Education, and Care, hosted by the CDU/UCLA Cancer Center 
Partnership to Eliminate Cancer Health Disparities in Bellflower. Dr. Balcazar joined a group of 
medical experts who provided information on the importance of cancer prevention in the Latino 
community, as well as resources for cancer awareness, prevention and treatment.  
 

Assistant Professor Cynthia Davis (left) received a $30,000 donation from the Magic Johnson 

Foundation for the Cynthia Davis Lifelong Learning Institute for Community Transformation (CD 
LLICT) in the College of Science and Health. The CD LLICT supports projects for community 
transformation, as well as student and faculty engagement in community projects, student service 
learning opportunities, community health education programs, enhanced access to health 

services and infrastructure within the College of Science and Health to support CD LLICT 
programs. 

 

Dr. Noé Chavez (left) was selected to participate in the Center for Health Equity Research (CHER) 
Summer Institute at California State University, Long Beach, from June 3-8, 2019. The CHER 
Summer Institute provides intensive training, mentoring and networking to support the 
development of a competitive NIH grant proposal. Dr. Chávez’s proposal will focus on youth 
participatory action research and community well-being and resilience. 

Faculty Highlights: College of  Science and Health 

Dr. Jay Vagdama Dr. Magda Shaheen Dr. Thomas Magee 



Legacy of  

CDU 

Special Thanks to  
University Archivist Robin Schiff 

 

Each month, the editor of CDU News collaborates with the University's 
archivist to present interesting facts and details about CDU's history to 
readers. For the month of May, we learn more about Robin Schiff, University 
Archivist, and her approach to uncovering and preserving historical gems that 
tell the story of Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science.  

Schiff (pictured left) has had a variety of 
experiences as an archivist, having worked 
in pharmaceutical, academic and hospital 
settings before joining the CDU family in 
2017. When she first came to the University, 
she “had to get to know a lot of people, 
dead and alive, very quickly.” As she 
strategized on how to most quickly and 
effectively present the University’s history 

to anyone that needed to study it, she made a point of archiving minutes 
from old Board of Directors meetings, as those documents serve as official 
records of the board’s actions and decisions regarding the University. “We 
have a hidden history and what I’m trying to do is expose that history – not 
just for staff, but for future researchers,” she explained. 

CDU’s archives contain not only a great deal of local history, but ultimately 
showcases the history of African American health professionals in the 
United States during the 20th century. Some of her most intriguing finds 
include a guest book signed by Coretta Scott King following a site visit to 
CDU and the grounds of what was to 
become the former Martin Luther 
King, Jr. General Hospital in 1969, as 
well as a preserved medical bag  
(pictured right) that belonged to the 
University’s namesake, Dr. Charles 
Drew. The latter was donated to the 
University by his widow, Mrs. Minnie 
Lenore Drew, following a site visit in the 1970s. 

She also works closely with Sylvia Drew Ivie, Special Assistant to the 
President, to collect the oral histories of early CDU faculty that are still 
alive. “It’s important that their stories come out,” Schiff stated. “Not just 
to inspire others, but to acknowledge that African Americans were going 
to medical school and becoming physicians in an era of adversity and 
social barriers, yet were able to fulfill their goals to become professionals 
and give back to the community.” 

She noted that while her work 
has been particularly been 
useful for administration and 
management, she strives to 
make the CDU archives more 
accessible and relevant to the 
larger CDU community. “I’m 
looking at these archives from 
a mission-driven standpoint 
of serving students,” she said, 
explaining that undergraduate 
students often come across 
assignments which require 

primary sources. “My ideal would be for professors to send students my 
way in order to aid them with their assignments.”  

Robin’s office is located in the President’s Office on the second floor of the 
W.M. Cobb Medical Education Building, and she encourages the larger 
CDU community to interact with her. “I’m here to help, even if I have to do 
a little bit of digging,” she concluded. 

Meet the Archivist: 

 Robin Schiff, MLIS 

“Legacy of CDU” offers readers an intimate 
look into the rich history of Charles R. Drew   

University of Medicine and Science. 

Schiff labels her work to make it easily accessible to 

those who need to research it. 
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In honor of Nurses’ Week, Dr. Diane Breckenridge, dean 
of the Mervyn M. Dymally School of Nursing (MMDSON), 
updated the CDU community on the future plans for the 

school, which is quickly approaching its ten year 
anniversary. Dr. Breckenridge’s presentation took place 
on May 8 in the Keck Auditorium. 

Dr. Carlisle gave opening remarks, highlighting the 

overall importance of nurses in healthcare due to a 
critical shortage across the nation. He then went on to 
characterize the MMDSON as “one of the most important 
nursing programs in California,” as it was the first 

comprehensive nursing program to launch in the state 
in over 25 years at the time of its opening in 2010. “In 
less than 10 years, I believe we’ve established a historic 
legacy for our School of Nursing,” said Dr. Carlisle.  

Dr. Breckenridge gave a brief overview of the school’s history, noting that the School of Nursing opened at the start 
of the decade with 40 students enrolled, a number that has increased nearly ten-fold in the past nine years, with 
enrollment reaching 354 as of spring 2019. Dr. Breckenridge is taking direct aim at the growth initiative outlined in 
the CDU Strategic Plan by increasing MMDSON enrollment to 500 by 2020 and over 1,000 by 2024. 
 
In her second year as dean, Dr. Breckenridge discussed the steps 
necessary for the school to progress, such as ensuring 

collaboration across CDU to ensure the establishment of quality 
programs as enrollment increases. This type of collaboration, 
Dr. Breckenridge explained, allows CDU “to make evidence-
based decisions” when deciding programming. In the coming 

years, the School of Nursing has plans to begin programs for 
those who would like to become Adult-Gerontology Acute Care 
Nurse Practitioners, as well as nurses who would like to pursue 
their doctorate degrees. 

She named a few of the School of Nursing’s recent accomplishments, such as receiving maximum accreditation 
from the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE) and becoming the first CDU program to be listed in 
the prestigious U.S. News & World Report’s “Best Nursing Schools: Master’s” list, ranking at #189 out of 500. Dr. 
Breckenridge also highlighted a recent grant from Kaiser Permanente that will further allow MMDSON to develop its 

faculty in scholarship and research as it prepares to launch a doctorate program.  

Dr. Breckenridge concluded by reiterating her “personal commitment to [CDU and MMDSON] and their mission of 
serving the underserved and under-resourced,” before directing attendees to the LSRNE Lobby to view poster 
presentations and research conducted by MMDSON students.  

Dean Breckenridge Gives School of  Nursing Updates, 

Commemorates Nurses’ Week 

Nursing students were on-hand to give poster presentations immediately 

following Dr. Breckenridge’s presentation in the LSRNE Lobby. 

Dr. Breckenridge gives updates on the state of the Mervyn M. Dymally School  

of Nursing on May 8. 



President’s 

Message 

 

Greetings!  
Graduation season is officially upon us, and it is a time for reflection, gratitude and celebration. It symbolizes both 

the close of a significant chapter in one's life and the beginning of the next. If you ask many students who most 
influenced their success throughout their academic careers, the overwhelming response would likely be their 
families, and rightly so. 

We must never take the importance of family, whether biological or adopted, for granted. A strong family 

foundation is what encourages resilience and determination within us, and it's what gets us through the fiercest 
challenges that we often believe we won't be able to conquer. And when we emerge on the other side victorious and 
wiser from our experiences, we reflect and thank those who had our backs through the most turbulent times, 
knowing that we are better individuals for our perseverance.  

Congratulations to America's Class of 2019. You have accomplished a major milestone in your lives, and now is the 
time to celebrate your achievements with those who have been along for the journey.  Cherish this time now, and get 
ready for the next exciting chapter in your lives. 

As our own upcoming class of graduates begin their reflections, however, never forget that you will always part of 

another family, the “CDU Family.”  We are always interested in hearing the stories of our graduates as they head out 
into the next chapter of their careers.  So please stay involved with CDU as an alum. 

On that note, I hope our alum, faculty, staff and partners will join us at CDU's 35th Commencement Ceremony on 
Monday, June 3 at the Dignity Health Sports Park (formerly the StubHub Center) in Carson, California. Click here, or 

visit the CDU website for more information. 

*** 

On a closing note, I'd like to offer my sincere congratulations to incoming president Lewis Williams and vice 
president Cielo Sanchez, who were successful in their bids during elections for the 2019-2020 cabinet of the Charles 
Drew University Student Government (CDUSG). I’d also like to thank Sana Abbasi and Abdu Mahmoud for their 
excellent service as president and vice president, respectively, for the 2018-2019 
school year. 

 

 

David M. Carlisle, MD, PhD 
President & CEO 
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CDU in the News 

 May 2019 June 1: Discover CDU 

June 3: Commencement 
Becker’s Spine Review 
Dr. William Ross joins South Central Kentucky 
Orthopedics — 3 insights (5/3/2019) 

The Herald-News 
University of St. Francis names new dean of Leach 
College of Nursing (5/9/2019) 

TIME 
I Won’t Let Racism Rob My Black Child of Joy 
(5/10/2019) 

San Marino Tribune 
Rose Queen Is Also A National Merit Scholar 
(5/10/2019) 

Campus Life 

All materials and guidelines for any internal or external CDU communications are available on the CDU intranet 
website, which can be accessed by clicking here or typing cdunet/StyleGuides/ into your web browser's address bar. 
Please note that this resource is only accessible while you are on the CDU campus.  

You will find all CDU's branding, visual identity and style guidelines on the intranet, as well as official logos and 
premade templates for flyers, broadcast emails and advertisements. The Visual Identity Guide contains the 
guidelines and specifications for using the CDU logo, type fonts and official school colors, while the Style Guide 
provides guidelines and specifications that will help us have more uniformity and agreement when writing about the 
University. If there are any questions about the CDU intranet, the guides or their application, contact the Office of 
Strategic Advancement at (323) 357-3669. 

Reminder: CDU Templates Available on Intranet 

Mark Your Calendars: New Date For 

SOTU 2019, Jazz at Drew Lineup 

Announced 
Save the dates! CDU President/CEO Dr. David Carlisle will issue the eighth annual 
State of the University on Wednesday, August 28, 2019, on the Keck Lawn. 

CDU is also proud to announce the 21st Jazz at Drew concert series, set to take 
place on October 5, 2019. This year’s lineup will feature performances from Will 
Downing, The Ohio Players, Louie Cruz Beltran, Next, The Lao Tizer Band 
featuring Eric Marienthal and Karen Briggs and more! Be sure to visit http:// 
www.cdrewu.edu/jazzatdrew to get the latest event updates and artist lineup 
information! Tickets will be available soon! 

Looking for Photos?  

Catch Us On 

Click the logo or visit-
cdrewu.smugmug.com- 

Dr. Carlisle and CDU Students Travel to State Capitol, 

Advocate for Increased Support  
Seven students and alumni made the excursion to the California State Capitol in Sacramento alongside CDU 
President/CEO Dr. David Carlisle and Vice President of Strategic Advancement and Development Angela Minniefield 
on May 9 to appeal for an increase of up to $15 million in the annual appropriation of general funds to CDU through 
Senate Bill 1026, or “the Dymally Bill.” The students were Sana Abbasi (COSH), Dr. Jazmyn Childress (SON), Rasheed 
Ivey (COM), Maria Kemp (COSH), Abdu Mahmoud (COSH), Adrienne Martinez (SON) and Perla Salvidar (COSH).  

When SB 1026 was ratified by Governor Ronald Regan in 1973, $1.2 million was allocated to the Charles R. Drew 

Postgraduate Medical School (now CDU) from the General Fund to the University of California to develop a program 
of clinical health sciences education, research and public service initiatives alongside UCLA. While support from the 
General Fund to CDU has been ongoing since then, the amount has not kept pace with inflation. 

In the nearly five decades since the bill was signed, the University’s enrollment and profile has shot up significantly, 

from approximately 90 students enrolled in 1974 to over 750 students in 2019. Dr. Carlisle noted this fact during the 
hearing and added that the increase in funding would be “commensurate with the University’s growth and its 
longstanding ability to increase the diversity of California’s health professionals.” 

An increase in capital is pertinent to CDU’s continued success as it continues to accomplish the goals set by the 

growth phase of the University’s five-year strategic plan. Should CDU be granted additional funding when the state‘s 
budget is finalized later this summer, the University would begin using the resources to develop new student 
housing, increase campus development through real estate acquisitions and plan a four year medical education 
program.  
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CDU students and Dr. Carlisle with Senator Holly 

Mitchell (center) 

CDU students and Dr. Carlisle with Senator Steven 

Bradford (center) 

CDU students and Dr. Carlisle with Senator Richard 

Pan, MD (center) 
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