CDU/UCLA Medical Student Thesis Program (MSRTP)
Individualized Guided Research Track (IGRT)
Purpose and Background
The purpose of the MSRTP Individualized Guided Research Track (IGRT) is to provide an option for students who are currently enrolled in the Longitudinal Primary Care Research clerkship. These students already have been conducting research under the guidance and direction of a qualified faculty mentor or mentors. The IGRT is entirely voluntary, and uses alternative instructional strategies aligned with individual student needs in developing critical research skills. The flexibility of independent research facilitates the efforts of students who have already made substantial progress towards implementing a research project or are in the process of reporting the results of their research in the form of writing a manuscript to be submitted to a peer-reviewed journal.  The MSRTP Chair will determine whether proposed projects are consistent with Program aims and requirements.
It is important for student candidates to remember that IGRT is not a release from the Research Thesis program. The primary difference is that IGRT students will work mainly with their current mentors on ongoing or previously started research projects, which must be approved by the Program Chair. This research is expected to culminate in a thesis or a manuscript for peer-reviewed publication, which must be delivered under the same conditions, and at same time as the thesis deadlines, set for the entire class.
IGRT students are required to:
1. Complete and sign the MSRTP Individualized Guided Research Track Proposal form (attached).
2. Fulfill all Program requirements 
3. Provide Program-related documents to the MSRTP Chair by the specified dates. These include mentor contracts, a research proposal, required IRB-related documents, and progress reports.
Eligible Students
This track is ideal for students who are already highly skilled in research, and are committed to completing their projects and reporting their findings through a publishable manuscript. Students who seek to use this track as a means of minimizing attendance at lectures or counseling sessions are discouraged from applying.
IGRT Student Counseling and Performance Standards

The MSRTP Chair will determine the frequency and schedule of meetings with individual IGRT students to discuss their progress, and to help mitigate any problems or obstacles to their research. Students who in the Chair’s estimation are performing below acceptable levels may be asked to compete specific training and educational interventions, provide current status and evidence of their research on a regular/recurring basis, and/or undergo further counseling and advisement.
The MSRTP Chair also continuously monitors and assesses IGRT and non-IGRT student progress through Program deliverables, as well as through informal emails and phone calls. Additional training, interventions or Program requirements are determined based on these criteria, and on the individual needs of students. When appropriate, the MSRTP Chair may transition a student out of the IGRT and back to the traditional curriculum thesis track.
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Medical Student Research Thesis Program

Individualized Guided Study Research Track (IGRT) Eligibility Checklist and Mentor Contract
Dear Potential Mentor,
 
 has requested to pursue individualized guided study in
Name of Medical Student
the Research Thesis Program, resulting in a manuscript for submission to a peer-reviewed journal in lieu of the traditional thesis. Candidates are assumed to have already begun research under the guidance and direction of a qualified faculty mentor. In determining the applicant’s eligibility, we request that you complete the checklist and contract below, sign and date, scan and return to us by email at shahrzadbazargan@cdrewu.edu as soon as possible.
Topic/Title of manuscript:   

Please rate your potential mentee according to the following MENTOR criteria. In order for the student to qualify for this track, he or she must score no less than ‘3’ (Agree) for each of the following items:
Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree   Strongly Disagree
= 4
= 3
= 2
= 1
1. Motivated. He or she is a self-starter, and need not
be constantly encouraged, managed or directed.
-
-
-
-
2. Efficacious. The student is appropriately confident
in his or her abilities.
-
-
-
-
3. A good  Navigator. The student is able to find
and use appropriate tools and resources in conducting
his or her own research.
-
-
-
-
4. Targeted. The student is adequately and sincerely
focused on, and dedicated to, his or her research.
-
-
-
-
5. Objective and accountable. The student does not make excuses and assumes complete responsibility for his or
her project, and for all MSRTP deliverables.
-
-
-
-
6. Responsive and reliable. The student is proactive and conscientious in meeting all mentor and MSRTP
requirements and deliverables.
-
-
-
-
The Mentor’s signature below will attest to his or her commitment to this research project, and to its successful completion. In this capacity he or she agrees to:
1. Submit his or her CV or biosketch to the Medical Student Research Thesis Program (email
shahrzadbazargan@cdrewu.edu)  immediately.
2. Provide dedicated time to the mentee:
· In mentoring and assisting them throughout the development and completion of the manuscript
· To oversee the IRB clearance process. This may include the development of the IRB application, the review process, and the submission of a continuation/final report
3. Attend the CDU Med Student Research Colloquium (4th Wednesday in March in student’s 4th year)
4. Provide an annual evaluation of the student’s progress and accomplishments at the end of his or her third and fourth year (template and examples will be provided).

Mentor’s Name and Degree (Print)
Signature & Date

University Affiliation (Print)
Mentor’s Email Address
Applying for IGRT Status

Applicants must complete the CDU/UCLA Medical Student Thesis Program (MSRTP) Individualized Guided Research Track (IGRT) Request Form (attached), and provide the documents listed. It is incumbent on the student to inform the MSRTP Chair of any changes or modifications to this form
This form must be completed, signed and submitted to Chair of the Medical Student Research Thesis Program (MSRTP) along with the documents listed by October 31, 2019.

Student Name:

Specific Title of the Proposed Study:

Mentor(s) and Institutional Affiliation, e. g. John Smith, PhD, Harbor-UCLA Medical Center:

Please attach the following:

1. Manuscript draft, manuscript proposal, concept paper, or summary description (1 – 2 paragraphs) of proposed project

2. Completed IGRT Mentor Contract Form (see page 4)

3. Student’s CV emphasizing research experience and accomplishments

I am requesting to be admitted to the Individualized Guided Research Track (IGRT) and understand my responsibilities and obligations as outlined under the Program description, which has been provided to me.

Student Signature: 
Date

MSRTP Chair Approved: 

Yes 



No 


Conditional

Reason/Notes:  


Signature of MSRTP Chair:
Date: 

